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1

The Life and Times of two early
Californians: our Grandparents
EDITH SMYTH SEARS
MARGARET SMYTH RoBERTS

The early days of the twentieth century have passed, leaving
little visible imprint in the year 1974; little, that is, until we look
around and begin to wonder how such a society as we now have,
grew. What were the days like a little over a hundred years ago?
Who were the people who had migrated to the United States and
especially to the Pacific Coast? Who brought transportation, communication, business, education and the grace notes of society to
the west? We read about the explorers, the mountain men, the
trappers and the engineers, but what about the others who gave
substance to son1e of the early dreams? To these questions we
can give only a pa1tial answer, but it is paralleled by every family who settled here. Each one had its own story and its own
answer and this is but one that, through birthright, we know. It
is the story of our maternal grandparents. it is also a part of the
history of California from 1860 to 1947, a span of 87 years.
Let us then turn the spotlight on these two people who met,
married, established their home, their livelihood and their family
in this early state: Gerhard Frederick Terschuren of Germany,
Australia and San Francisco, and Jane Elizabeth Cunningham
of Bloomfield and Bodega Corners, Sonoma County, California.
Gerhard was born October 18, 1842, in the village of Eppinghoffen, Mulheim-Ruhr, Prussia. Until the age of fourteen he lived
with his parents, Wilhelm and Maria (von der Heiden)" Terschuren. His father owned freight barges that plied between towns on
the Ruhr River. Gerhard's exposure to this enterprise undoubtedly
gave him his first knowledge of boats and water transport, a
knowledge that was to grow and become a rewarding way of
life as it found its fulfillment, a continent away, on the Sacramento River.
"Sometimes spelled von der Heidt.
But at fourteen all he knew was that he wanted to get away,
to leave a Prussia and a kingdom that was inducting young men,
boys, into an army building a strong military machine whose
strength broke out twenty years later in the Franco-Prussian War.
He confided only in his mother, said goodbye to her and left for
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the coast where he signed on as a member of the crew on the first
available ship. It was a British square rigger bound for Australia
by way of Cape Horn. This was a voyage of approximately three
months or longer, fraught with danger, adventure and illness. His
daughter tells of several of his experiences. There was a raging
storm and a high sea; the ship rolled from side to side, helpless
in the troughs of the waves and the foul weather. Gerhard was on
the rigging and lost his grip. As he fell, he saw nothing but sea
below, but the ship righted itself just in time to catch him on the
deck. Another near disaster came when the ship landed at a
cannibal island. There was a hasty retreat.
Gerhard was sick with 'the fever' when he reached Australia, so
sick that he could not go on, and an Irish family by the name of
Collins took him in and cared for him. When he recovered, he set
about finding a new life for himself. He mined for gold and he
entered the Australia coastal trade for several years. He was most
grateful to the Collins family for their kindness and he continued
to live with them. Because of their care he thought anyone Irish
was nearly perfect, but when he realized that the family was beginning to eye him as a fine match for their daughter, he pulled
anchor and sailed away for San Francisco, arriving there in 1865.
There is a period of about ten years prior to this date which is
nebulous, except for two facts: he sailed around the world and
he sailed to Japan and back, presumably from San Francisco. In
summary, one could call this period a time of prospecting for
gold, sailing, adventuring and maturing from boy to man.
From 1865 on, San Francisco became Gerhard's home base and
he obtained United States citizenship, as evidenced by his sworn
statement in Enrolment No. 10 of the "Regulation of Vessels in
Domestic Commerce," dated July 13, 1878, the port of San Francisco, in which he is named as the "present Master" of the steamer,
"Pride of the River."
He arrived in the golden age of steam boating in California
( 1849-1871) . "It was a period of river palaces and freight boats,
of racing and boiler explosions, of monopoly and opposition, but
most of all it was a time when civilization in the valley depended
on steamers on the rivers.""
This was a business Gerhard understood. He had his master
seaman's papers, and he soon had a sloop, then barges of his own.
He sailed the Sacramento River between San Francisco and
Sacramento, picking up passengers, Chinese workers, produce,
building supplies and heavy frieght, probably making two round
trips a week.
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Sloops, schooners, scows, barges, stern wheel river steamers :
all were busy and soon were competing among themselves. There
was skulduggery as well as freight wars and price wars. The price
of a passage to Sacramento varied from $30 to a dime and finally
stabilized at $10.
Two of the major companies which emerged from this turmoil
were the California Steam Navigation Co., founded in 1854, thus
enjoying an early monopoly, and the California Transportation Co.,
formed in 1875.
Gerhard gave up his independent enterprise to go with the California Transportation Co. and was with them for approximately 30
years. During this time he captained several of the stern wheelers:
Pride of the River and the Isleton, being but two of them. His
duties also included inspecting ships under construction at Wood
Island, near Rio Vista. He was president of the company for some
years until his retirement in the early 1900's. About this time there
was dissension within the company. The more aggressive faction
who wanted bigger and better steamers for passenger service won
out. This group eventually commissioned the Delta King and the
Delta Queen in 1926, luxurious steamers, built in Scotland of the
finest materials available. They made colorful history. But all that
was a little later. Gerhard was dissatisfied with the trend : he could
see that the coming of the railroads and highways meant less business for river transport. Another era was on the horizon for other
types of transportation and other men. It was time for him to
retire.
A producing ranch with its own outlet to the markets was a
natural combination, and, in 1880 or thereabouts, Gerhard bought
325 acres on ·Brannan Island, Isleton, and share cropped. The
Chinese, followed by the Japanese, were the tenant farmers.
Through the years they raised fruits, vegetables and grains. Most
memorable to us were the crates of pears and asparagus that were
delivered to our home, fresh from the ranch.
At first the natives laughed at the man who spoke with an accent. They said, "Captain Terschuren has bought nothing but a
turtle ranch ." It was flooded every spring, but the floods had
brought good soil, levees were built and the crops flourished.
Gerhard spent time at the ranch; he had a comfortable house
built on it, he walked the property, knew every tree and its condition as well as the men. The Orientals had both respect and affection for 'Captain Harry,' as they called him. He knew them;
"History of the Sacramento Valley, Joseph A. McGowan. Lewis Historical
Publishing Co. (Inc.) N.Y. 1941 . Vol. 1, p. 303.
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he had visited their land in his youth and he bought tea for the
steamers from their merchants in San Francisco. They brought
him gifts from their homeland; embroidered silks and fine teapots
in wicker caddies. In tum, Gerhard's wife, Jennie, took soups and
small gifts to the new mothers who lived on the ranch and admired the babies. Today we would be horrified at the dirt floors
of their humble homes, but in those days Grandmother remarked
that they swept them hard and bare and kept their quarters immaculate. In comparison to their homeland their living conditions
may have been better and their families were happy. It was an
amicable relationship from which everyone prospered.
Gerhard's honesty and conservatism became well known in his
community. In these colorful and flamboyant years of river steamers the captains would race their boats against each other, but
Gerhard's steamer and its care came first and he would not join
in this sport. The families on the river would ask that their
daughters travel on his steamer to and from the Catholic Girl's
School in Benicia, for they knew the girls would have a safe
trip and be well cared for.
The river was like a party telephone line, a great source of communication, and a freight stop often developed into a friendship.
So it was with the Hoskings, who had a store in Collinsville.
Through them Gerhard met their niece, Jane Elizabeth (Jennie)
Cunningham, a young girl of Scotch-Irish descent. She was visiting
in the summer. He saw in her his ideal as she stood, with her always perfect posture, with the modesty and beauty of youth and
the pride of family confidence and love. He knew this was the
girl he would like for his wife. A short time later when a friend
carried Gerhard's special regards to her at her home, she knew
it too; such were the rules of courtship. Following the proper
family calls a wedding was arranged and the two were married
in Bodega, Sonoma Co., Calif., March 6, 1878: Jennie, 17; Captain
Terschuren, 36. San Francisco became their home and it was there
that their six children were born, of whom our mother was the
first.
By now Gerhard had become a man of property and a true
Victorian. He made all the business decisions and was an excellent
provider. In addition to his interests in the California Transportation Co. and the Isleton ranch, he had other investments, one of
which was a partnership with Mr. Grosjean in a Rice Milling Co.
at Bay and Taylor Streets in San Francisco (sold long since and
now the home of Cost Plus) . As a result of this venture we ate
Grandpa's mush, Carnation Wheat Flakes, for breakfast. The two,
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The totcn of Bodega [1878]. Jennie's Church and School are
marked by X's .
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Dining Salon of river steamer, probalJ!y "Pride of the River," tcith
Captain Terschuren at the head of the table.
with others, .bought some prospective gold bearing acres on the
n0rth fork of the American River, just south of Auburn. Gerhard
wore a gold nugget on his watch chain and carried a gold toothpick made from the ore, but the success of the operation was not
spectacular. The gold coins which he always carried in his pocket
had more value.
In addition to his business activities he still had time to 1be a
family man. Every Sunday afternoon the horses were harnessed,
the carriage readied and parents and children rode through
Golden Gate Park. He enjoyed singing his native German songs
to his children, folk songs and carols that he had learned in his
boyhood and, on occasion he would take his eldest daughter,
dressed in her best, to the concerts at the Beer Gardens. His love
of music and his accent were the most German things about him
for he was proud to be an American.
The Captain did not attend church regularly, but he is known
to have held services on his steamer. He knew the Bible thoroughly, if not the inside of a church.
He believed in honesty and fairn ess. Even in his own family,
if he had a present for one, he had something for all. In his business it was the same and he had no dealings with the smart money
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men of the time who were garnering fortunes . They were admired, but Gerhard admired more and believed in his own standards of absolute fairness . He also believed that t.Re other fellow
was ten titled to half a loaf and was content with a fair profit for
himself.
One of his habits amused his family . He never would buy one
of anything, never one pen nor one suit, it always had to be two.
After his retirement from the California Transportation Co. he
still followed his interests on the ranch and he and Jennie had
time to enjoy their many friends together, Jennie in her channing,
outgoing manner and Gerhard with a bit of reserve. The years
at sea had made him a thoughtful, quiet man and left their imprint on him. He never abandoned one of his customs and every
night and morning he checked the barometer, enjoying this ritual
in the little study of his home on 21st Avenue. Here he spent considerable time tending his business affairs and perhaps thinking
of his active life. There were the adventurous clays of sailing the
ocean in a square rigger, the busy days of piloting the stern wheelers on the Sacramento River, the development of a young civilization, the growth of his family and possibly the remembrance of
his parents, especially his mother whom he dreamed of the day
of her death far away in Germany, all things on which to reflect
and be proud.
This period extended over almost eighty years, until 1922, when
a stroke marked the end of his full life.
Now, let us look at Jane Elizabeth Cunningham, the young girl
Captain Terschuren took for his bride.
Jennie, as she was always known, was born in Bloomfield,
Sonoma Co., California on December 26, 1860, the fifth child of
John and Mary (Gordon) Cunningham, and the first to be born
in America. That it happened in Bloomfield was largely a matter
of convenience, for it was at the time her parents were visiting
Mary's brother, Robert Gordon, who had established a home there,
having migrated from Scotland a few years earlier.
Her parents and their four sons came to San Francisco in 1860.
They had left Liverpool, England, May 3 of that year, sailed direct to the Isthmus of Panama, crossed by donkey caravan to the
west side and took a waiting ship to San F rancisco, arriving June
12, approximately 40 clays after leaving England. It had been a
good trip accomplished in record time. Immediately they rented
an apartment where her father, farmer and stone mason by trade,
worked as a mason on the construction of the Russ building. San
Francisco, however, was too wicked a city in which to raise four
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boys, so Mary thought, and at her insistence they left for Bloomfield with plans for a rural life for their children. It was shortly
after Jennie was born that John, her father, bought 140 acres in
Bodega, which he fanned .
Jennie grew up in the rural tradition that her family wanted,
helping with the domestic chores (washing, washing, washing, it
seemed to her) and being a member of a clo_§e knit unit. She was
raised in the strict tenets of the Methodist Church which meant
honest Christian virtues, a measure of love, a rather literal interpretation of the Bible and evening prayers by the fireside with
any hired help attending. She was active, healthy, fond of laughter, gregarious, quick to make good friends and she was loved
by her parents who gave her ample time to play, and by her older
brothers. She attended the Potter School at Bodega Comers, a two
story school building built in 1873, whkh is now maintained as
an art gallery.
During her teens she visited her maternal aunt, Elizabeth
(Gordon), and uncle, William Hosking, in Collinsville, Solano
Co., a small town at the mouth of the Sacramento River, where
she met Captain Gerhard Terschuren. She became his wife March
6, 1878.
Married at 17, she moved to San Francisco which was Captain
Terschuren's business base. In her early married days she was
considered to be so young that her mother and the Captain
selected the .household furnishings, simple, lovely pieces of the
early Victorian period. Jennie soon became capable of managing
her own homes and she blossomed into a gracious, efficient mistress of them all. She was greatly admired by her husband who
bought fine European porcelain figurines and pictures as gifts for
their home and exquisite, delicate pieces of jewelry for her, perhaps following the German custom of a new jewel for the birth
of each child.
Their responsibilities were divided: the Captain had his river
steamers and investments and presided over the family in a formal way. Jennie had their children, their home, a live-in girl for
heavy duties, a garden full of fuchsias, lantana and sweet smelling
flowers and a host of friends. Over a period of eighteen years she
bore six children, all but one of whom lived to adult age.
Always friendly and generous, Jennie opened her heart and
home to friends and relatives. A younger sister lived with them
for a time so she could attend city schools. She was raised as
one of Jennie's own children and was married there in the accomodating three story house. Through Jennie's many friends,
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river associations, church and whist parties, she was known both
on the Sacramento River and in San Francisco.
She, as well as Gerhard, knew the demands of boats and navigation. When the family stayed at the ranch in Isleton, Jennie had
an ear out for the steamer whistle, the first signal for everyone to
be ready to return to San Francisco. The children would run to
the attic to peer out the window above the levee, and announce
the boat as they sighted it rounding the bend of the river. A flurry
and a hurry followed as Jennie, children and suitcases arrived at
the landing, ready to embark.
Together, Gerhard and Jennie played their role in the earthquake of 1906. He took refugees and relatives to safety up the
river. Jennie cooked turkeys and quantities of food which she sent
to San Francisco by him on his return trip, to give to the homeless.
She was widowed at age 62. Always cared for, for the first time
she had to write checks and make business decisions. There were
would-be suitors who brought candy and flowers, believing her to
be a wealthy widow, but she would have none of them, preferring
her dear friends of long standing.
During the depression years of the early 1930's she lived on
the ranch in Isleton, in the large home which Gerhard had built.
The ranch was managed successively by her two sons but she
supervised all that was done and wrote every check. She was
proud that she could go to the bank and say, "Never has the
name of Terschuren been in the red." And it never was. She became an excellent administrator and business manager in her own
right, using income to improve the ranch and its earning power,
never for luxuries, but in her modesty she gave the credit to the
guidance of her good Lord, whom she believed in literally, and
the practice of sleeping on her problems overnight.
The sons left the ranch; it was leased out and Jennie returned
to her beloved San Francisco. Too independent and proud to live
with her children, she made her home at the Stewart Hotel, spending occasional summers at the fashionable Lyndon Hotel in Los
Gatos for her 'asthma.'
In later years her sight failed; she ceased going to the dining
room and had a nurse-companion to help her. The good Lord, who
was now viewed through the Unity Church, sustained her and
made her content. Her daughters visited her often and her room
was a mecca for friends and grandchildren. No one left without
feeling better for a kind laugh with her and the news of mutual
friends.
Sometimes there were unexpected pleasures such as the visit
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from war reporter, Ernie Pyle. He was in an adjacent room waiting to leave for the Pacific Theater in World War II. It was the
holidays and a widowed daughter was staying with Jennie. Ernie,
great, sensitive, compassionate reporter, was lonely on Christmas
Eve and he phoned to ask for companionship. A small party followed in Jennie's room, with a toast to the charming ladies.
Eventual blindness and failing health necessitated her moving
to a nursing home where she lived until her death at age 87. In
1947 the story of these two people, Gerhard and Jennie, who reflected their times so well, came to an end.
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SEEING THE ELEPHANT
EnwARD

J.

PHILLIPS

vVriting in his journal in 1852, James H. Carson, a California
miner who had definitely seen better days, remarked resignedly
that he had without a doubt "seen the Elephant." 1 The phrase
was a common one, embodying the varied feelings of having experienced the ultimate possibilities of a situation, gained worldly
knowledge, or been inevitably overtaken by a streak of bad luck.
To the Anglo-American miner, "seeing the Elephant" was a temporary stumbling block on the road to wealth, a momentary setback in the fulfillment of a dream; but to the Chinese, Mexican,
or South American miner, it was a way of life.~ As the vast mineral
wealth of California was ruthlessly exploited by "native Americans," many "foreigners" not only saw the Elephant but, indeed,
were trampled by it.
In the 1840's, nativism in the United States reached epidemic
proportions. Waves of European immigrants had washed ashore
in New York, Boston, and other eastern ports, seeking opportunity,
riches, and a chance for political freedom. By their tendency to
settle in ethnic enclaves and by the sheer force of their numbers,
these immigrants aroused a paranoic ire in the breasts of so-called
true Americans. Secret societies were formed, the most famous
of which was the Know-Nothings, to combat this dreaded invasion
of "conspiritors against our liberties," bent on corrupting and polluting the American dream.3
When the discovery of gold in 1848 at Sutter's Mill in California
was publicized, would-be miners by the thousands flocked to the
Golden West, carrying their chauvinistic American dream with
them. They envisioned a vast territory where they alone could pick
the fruits of gold that quite possibly grew on trees. Backed by the
prevalent spirit of manifest destiny, these future miners also pictured an Eden free of all "foreign" influence. Upon arriving, however, they found a polyglot population consisting of Catholic Irish
former coal miners, "half-civilized" Indians, and a large contingent
of native Californians of Spanish descent-4 Concentrated in the
fledgling metropolis of San Francisco, this "foreign" population,
also desirous of success in the gold mines, began to participate
in the rush.
This participation and, particularly, their scattered successes
aroused the dormant nativism of the Anglo-American miners,
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temporarily forgotten in the excitement of impending wealth,
and made their very existence in the California mining communities a threat to the still-adhered-to American dream. One group,
because of its mining skills, the extenuating political circumstances
l·esulting from the recent Mexican vVar, and its refusal to passively
submit to racism, experienced a particularly vehement kind of discrimination. This discrimination involved the three intertwining
threads of unequal taxation, judicial irresponsibility, and wage
differences. That group was the Mexicans.
California for over twenty-five years had been under Mexican
rule until the United States, victorious in the 1844-48 clash with
its southern neighbor, demanded the territory as part of its wartime booty. By one of its provisions, the Treaty of GuadalupeHidalgo transferred ownership of the territory, before the enormous amount of mineral wealth was apparent. When gold was
discovered in late 1848, Spanish-speaking native Californians still
made up the bulk of the population, and their presence caused
deep resentment among the ambitious '49ers, who began arriving
in droves the following year. Many American miners still harbored
the hostility garnered from past experiences in the Mexican War.
The fervor of hostility toward the Spanish-speaking natives is
well documented in the early diaries and newspapers of the increasing American mining population. The Alta California, published in San Francisco, joined the recently settled miners in
classifying the Mexicans as foreigners. In a late-1849 editorial,
the paper commended the American miners for their enthusiastic
spirit of brotherhood yet pointed out that the people were "united
in the determination to expel the vagrants of other nations."G
Enos Christman, writing in his diary, claimed that a "violent feeling of hostility existed between Mexicans and Americans," with the
latter rarely weighing the merits of individual Mexicans.G Another California immigrant, Colonel Albert Evans, wrote of the
aggressiveness of Americans in overthrowing the laws and customs
of the "unambitious descendents of the old Spanish conquerors."'
Perhaps Evans underrated the Mexicans, because, unlike their
Chinese counterparts, they refused to give up profitable claims
and work the tailings. Yet, the true feelings of most American
miners toward Mexicans might be summed up in the ethnocentric
remark made by one argonaut, "Somehow they [just] ain't folksy!"S
As evidenced by Evans' statement, it is obvious that little attention was given to recognizing the various Spanish-speaking
groups as separate entities. Chileans, Peruvians, Spaniards, and
Mexicans all bore the unflattering epithet of "Greaser."!) Vincente
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Perez Rosales, one of the few Spanish-speaking diarists, asserted
that relations between Chileans and Americans were quite strained
and, indeed, deteriorated as time went on.H1 The South Americans
especially resented this ethnic hostility because they prided themselves on their Spanish heritage and their singular skill in mining
techniques. Nevertheless, whether motivated by manifest destiny,
headiness gained in recent war, or pure greed, the antipathy toward those of Spanish descent, whatever their national origin,
continued unabated.
Castigation of the Spanish-speaking was equalled in intensity
by praise of Anglo-Saxon virtue. American miner Edward Gould
Buffum included only those of European descent when he proclaimed, "Never in the world's history was there a better opportunity for the great, free, and republican nation like ours to offer
to the oppressed and down-trodden . . . an asylum" where they
could ostensibly "live like freemen." 11 Lauding the honesty and
fairness of the '49ers, another account stated that they possessed
"as guileless hearts ... as ever throbbed in the mortal bosom . " 1 ~
Probably the most chauvinistic statement of attitude was that
voiced by one Mr. Whipple in the Sacramento Placer Times .
Discussing the "American Mind," Whipple claimed that the basis
of American character is "the genuine Anglo-Saxon force, which
melts into its own form all other nationalities, and makes a new
combination." Despite his profound belief in gradations of racial
quality and his glorification of the "universal Yankee," Whipple
decried manifest-destiny advocates as thieves who "baptize robbery
and sin as the march of Providence."13
Yet, this American "march of Providence'' thundered into Calfornia with the intention of overawing the Mexicans, especially
in San Francisco, and discouraging their seeking of fortune in the
gold fields. The Mexicans' overall reaction to this virulent prejudice could hardly be called one of acceptance and satisfaction;
the documented reactions, however, are strikingly varied. Obviously, the Mexicans retained some of the animosity acquired in
the Mexican War, but because they too thought in terms of possible affluence, many of the disagreements centered on mining
issues. 14 Mariano Vallejo was the last military governor of Mexican California and the holder of enormous country estates stretching from Pablo Bay to the mountains. To him, a Spanish gentleman of sensitivity and refinement, the gold rush was a "despoilment, pillage, a disinheritance," and he was contemptuous of the
new American authorities for destroying his language, laws, and
mode of living. Willing to suffer the personal disrespect of cer-
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tain miners, which he considered "only natural in individuals,"
he was, nevertheless, intolerant of that attitude in goverpment that
had promised to "respect . . . our rights, and to treat us as its
own sons." 1 ~
Somehow, the fatherly impulse was lacking in the American
miners, many of whom had been of a low social standing back
East and whose only immediate aim was fabulous wealth. Antonio
Franco Coronel, a wealthy Mexican miner, though he rationalized
the treatment he received by explaining that miners of all
nationalities were "possessed by the terrible fever to obtain gold,"
contended that jealousy and contempt heaped upon him was due
to the particular success he had achieved by using advanced mining techniques. 1 G Instead of exploiting the Mexicans by learning
their skills, american miners overreacted in a fit of ill-conceived
superiority and ousted successful Mexican claimants. Maddened
by the irreparable wrongs committed against him, Joaquin Murieta
gave up mining and turned to banditry. He terrorized the surrounding communities, swearing on his brother's grave that he
would not rest until he had spilled "gringo" bloodY The opposite
reaction was exemplified by Jose Fernandez, a Spaniard, who,
rather than seeking revenge, denounced Mexican government, embraced American goals, and, in 1849, served as alcalde (chief
justice) of San Jose, one of the few Spanish-speaking natives
elected to office under American sovereignty.
These four accounts, however, are hardly representative of the
feelings of the vast majority of Mexicans. Coronel, Vallejo, and
Fernandez were aristocrats, who, though at times victimized by
land grabs or personal disgrace, never suffered in the manner of
Murieta and the other common Mexican miners who barely eked
out a living, if anything at all. Because they were involved in the
day-to-day struggle for essentials, they had little time for journal
writing, and, hence, a wide spectrum of opinions does not exist.
What does remain is a record of the events that took place in
the California mining communities - events that reveal a legacy
of hate and discrimination. The Treaty of Guadalupe-Hidalgo
provided that all Mexican citizens living in the transferred territory could become American citizens and obtain all the privileges
therein. Consequently, on April 13, 1849, newly appointed Governor Bennett Riley called for a state convention to organize a
civil government. Its first significant action was to adopt a bill
of rights and, after much discussion, the delegates enfranchised
all white male citizens of the United States, including the recently naturalized Mexicans. The bill also granted property rights
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to the new citizens. 18 1849 also witnessed the elimination of the
passport requirement for South Americans, because for all intents
and purposes it was ignored anyway.19 Because of the influx of
American population, this maganimous attitude failed to endure,
and, less than one year later, on April 13, 1850, the infamous
Foreign Miners' Tax went into effect.~ 0
Although supposedly applied to all foreign miners, the Tax
actually was aimed only at the Chinese and Mexicans, imposing
a twenty-dollar levy per month on all non-citizens. Furthermore,
those Mexicans who had become citizens under the terms of the
treaty were compelled to pay the tax and obtain a license. Despite
only sporadic collection, the tax was virtually prohibitive, and the
legislature employed it not as a fund-raising measure but as a
sanction for American miners to persecute or expel the Mexicans.
The Alta California reported that should foreigners refuse to pay
the license fee, "it is made the duty of the sheriff to summon a
posse of American citizens and by the force of arms compel them
to cease operations." The editorial, however, branded the enactment as unjust and predicted that more bloodshed would result.
Indeed, it stated that the small amount of revenue collected could
not possibly "counterbalance the many bad effects which will arise
from the operation of this act."~ 1
The two major effects of the law were an intensification of
hostile incidents and a Mexican / Chilean exodus from the gold
fields. At Savage's Diggings near the Tuolumne River, for instance,
irate Americans whipped a number of Mexicans for petty theft,
and one poor victim of the tax was hanged for stealing eight
hundred dollars. 22 Another brutal incident occurred at Little
Mariposa Creek, where citizens, moved solely by the "patriotic"
duty of protecting the public lands from spoilation by "obnoxious
aliens," expelled the Mexicans, forbade their return on pain of
hanging, and auctioned off their claims to the highest bidder.
As an example of business rectitude, they paid the Mexicans' bills,
divided the remaining spoils among those present, then blamed
the entire incident on the Irish. ~ 3 The violent character of these
acts was nothing new in western society, and many whites were
also victimized by injustice. When Mexicans were involved, however, the tempo and the intensity of the violence definitely
increased.
The most often-reported incident occurred in July, 1850, near
the Sonora (California) camp - the result of a local implementation of the Foreign Miners' Tax, which levied a thirty-dollar
fee on area Mexicans. Four of them were discovered burning the
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bodies of several deceased American miners. When hauled into
court, the offenders swore that they had merely stumbled upon
the corpses and were cremating them according to Mexican custom. Despite their testimony, they were adjudged guilty and were
about to be hanged when three more benevolent judges, who happened to be passing by, urged the angry miners to send the Mexicans back to jail.
A day or two later, after the citizens had followed the advice
of the trio of judges, one hundred armed townspeople accompanied by three hundred armed miners marched to the jail and demanded fmther punishment for the alleged murderers. Rumors
spread of an uprising in the Mexican camp three miles away, and,
as a result, a sheriff and posse rode to the camp and arrested
llO Mexicans. Though the llO were later reluctantly released,
the Americans demanded a retrial of the original four prisoners.
No new evidence could be produced, however, and they were acquited, despite the presence in own of by now two thousand
armedand excited men bent on revenge - a rare instance of apparently fair treatment. 24 Determined to rectify the situation and
to prevent another outbreak of violence, the citizens of Sonora, at
a mass meeting conducted by Judge Tuttle, passed two prohibitory
resolutions aimed at permanently subduing the Mexican population.~5

Yet, rather than restraining the foreign miners, the resolutions
added to the burdensome Foreign Miners' Tax,~ 6 and had the effect
of initiating a large-scale emigration among the Mexicans. The antiMexican sentiment was so strong that the Alta California claimed
American miners had started a purge. ~ 7 In the southern mining
camps by September, 1850, from one-half to three-fourth of the
Mexicans had vacated the area. The own of Columbia on the
Stanislaus River could claim only nine foreign miners by 1850. 28
As for the northern mines, '49er Enos Christman recorded in his
journal that three-fourths of the Mexicans there in 1850 had left
the neighborhood and returned to their homes in Sonora, Mexico.~!l
Not all Americans in California, however, favored this forced
taxation and expulsion of the Mexicans. Many merchants expressed
concern for their businesses because of lack of customers, and few
adhered to the common belief that Chileans and Mexipans were
shipping prodigious amounts of gold back to their homelands.
The Sonora Herald (Calif.), mouthpiece of the nativist interests
and printer of the infamous poem entitled "The Great Greaser
Extermination Meeting,":w also worried about the effect mass
emigration would have on their business. Again echoing the mer-
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chants, the Stockton Journal declared, "They (Mexicans) dug, they
got gold, and they spent it freely . . . We wanted people to work
and to purchase, and they furnished the supply . . . Even those
who occasionally left for their homes, generally purchased a good
stock of various articles before leaving.";n
Besides purchasing power, the Mexicans skill in working the
dry diggings of the southern mines, a skill they often suffered for,
was, nevertheless, another factor in the minority agitation for the
revocation of the tax. The Stockton Times, which backed the
Alta California in its crusade for repeal, stated that, "the Mexican
is of the utmost service in the southern mines" and that the region could ill-afford to lose his services .::~ Therefore, the legislature, affected by this self-interest-group pressure, repealed the
Foreign Miners' Tax on March 14, 1851, only to reinstate it the
following year at the reduced rate of three dollars. Later revisions
continued into the 1860's with scant satisfaction to foreign miners.'~ :l
This tax, which decidedly increased "the animus of the average
American toward the natives of other countries," stands as one
of the darkest moments in the history of Mexican-American
relations.34
Besides the inequality of the mining license taxation, American
authorities subjected Mexican miners to a warped exercise of
justice, epitomized by the machinations of the legendary Judge
Lynch - a euphemism for death by hanging. 3 ~ Remembered
mostly for the penchant for sentencing to hang those convicted of
minor crimes, Lynch law virtually ignored Mexican customs and
laws, which were "presumed to exist, but were not enforced but
by the consent of all parties concerned," except the Mexican defendent.36 One of the most flagrant instances of inequal justice
was the "lynching" of a Mexican girl named Juanita in Downieville
on July 5, 1851.
This hanging another manisfestation of vigilante justice - the
accepted practice in 1850 California - , resulted from a dispute
between Jack Cannon, a frequently inebriated Irish miner, and
Juanita's Mexican beau. Staggering down the street on Jl_rly 4
after an Independence celebration, Cannon burst into the home
occupied by Juanita and her lover; his friends immediately pulled
him back out. The next morning, when Cannon undertook to
apologize, he and the two Mexicans became embroiled in a heated
argument, which ended abruptly when the girl drew a knife and
killed him. A vigilante committee, composed of men angry that
a "foreigner" should "murder" an American, conducted a brief
trial at which they ignored testimony concerning Cannon's in-
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suiting and threatening language and Juanita's pregnant condition.
Again, a guilty verdict resulted, and they hanged her. 3 7 With
Lynch's blessing, vigilante groups committed innumerable acts of
violence, made possible by the breakdown of judicial responsibility.
The closest facsimiles to judicial responsibility were the remnants of the old, Mexican alcalde system, now in the process of
being phased out as the legislature formulated new state laws.
The Alcalde and the ayuntamientos (town councils) had been
retained in San Francisco during the hectic early days of the gold
rush, but, at a mass meeting on February 12, 1849, the district
voters opted for government by legislative assembly. In the general
election nine days later, the alcalde was adjudged "incompatible
with American institutions."as
Although eliminated in San Francisco, now the hub of West
Coast trade, government, and immigration, the alcalde system
flourished in the back-country mining communities. It elicited,
under American auspices, a perverted kind of justice. Leonard Kip,
a visitor to the mines, reported that the local alcalde, elected by
the miners, was "generally the greatest rascal of the set," and
certainly was not above bribery. 39 An American alcalde, Major
R. C . Berry, decided a case not on its merits but on the identity
of the contenders. To demonstrate his total lack of impartiality,
his summation of a particular case should be noted :
This was a gambling scrape in which T. Smith the monte deeler [sic]
shot and wounded Felipe Vega. After heering [sic] witnesses on both sides,
I adjeudged [sic] Smith guilty of the shooting and fined him 10 dolars [sic],
and Vega guilty of attempting to steele [sic] 5 ounces. I therefore fined him
100 dolars [sic] and Costs of Coort [sic].40

Many other cases and episodes of vigilantism bear testimony to
the fact that the mining codes of the '49ers were freely interpreted, usually to the disadvantage of the Mexican plaintiff or
defendent.
The third method of keeping the Mexican in his "place" was
the widespread practice of wage discrimination. Though not compelled to accept the ridiculously low wages paid to the Chinese
contract laborers, Mexican miners suffered under a wage ceiling
not applicable to American miners, who regarded them as peons
"knowing nothing but the life of a slave and caring for nothing
more than living."41 Whereas American miners operated at a
profit, the Mexicans were barely able to sustain themselves.
In 1850, daily wages ranged from four to sixteen dollars with ten
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dollars the average. Mexicans, however, were available for a
year's contract at only four to six dollars dailyY Jasper Hill, a
young miner from the East, confirmed economic conditions, writing
in a letter that "anything under $8.00 per day is not very inviting
to Californians."~:! Add to the low wages the expense of the Foreign Miners' Tax and the excessive court fines, and it is evident
that the life of a Mexican miner was hardly comfortable.
The Mexican's plight attracted little attention or support from
the American community. In fact, two of the most emotional responses, other than hate, were those evoking either pity or lust.
Displaying paternalistic concern for the "lapses from virtue" of
the local Mexican ladies, Reverend Walter Colton, a former naval
chaplain, prayed for them to be delivered from their ignorance.H
Yet not all Mexican women could be categorized as what the
Sacramento Union called "dark-eyed maid [s] of Acapulco."45 One
San Francisco storekeeper described Mexican ladies as "graceful and obliging" and praised their propensity to establish well-run
boarding houses.4 u Still, he viewed the Mexicans' unfortunate circumstance with blinders on.
The gold-rush diarist who most clearly recognized the Mexicans'
plight was Louise A.K.S. Clappe, or Dame Shirley. In a letter to
her sister back East, Shirley commented cynically on the presumed superiority of the white miner. Obviously with tongue in
cheek, she recounted one incident involving an American miner
and his Spanish creditor. One day the "presumptuous foreigner"
had the audacity to request payment of the few dollars owed
him. "His high mightiness, the Yankee, was not going to put up
with any such impertinence, and the poor Spaniard received, for
answer, several inches of cold steel in his breast." Making no
effort to conceal her contempt for the "Yankees," Dame Shirley
tolerated none of their chauvinistic outbursts.H
Spending most of her time at Rich Bar on the Feather River,
she developed a specific distaste for the resident American miners.
She commented that shouts of "Down with the Spaniards!" and
"The Great American People Forever!" were often heard and that
it was commonplace to hear "vulgar Yankees" say of the Mexicans,
"Oh, they are half-civilized black men!" These derogatory expressions naturally irritated the latter, many of whom were highly
educated gentlemen and skilled miners. 48
Having examined some of the major aspects of anti-Mexican
discrimination in the California gold rush mining communities, it
is apparent that this discrimination was of an especially virulent
nature. Whereas Chinese miners suffered abuse because of their
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race, Mexicans and other Spanish-speaking groups encountered
prejudice for many reasons - their mining skills, political considerations and their ability and desire to resist racism at every
turn. That the Mexicans had seen the Elephant is a foregone
conclusion; historian Charles Shinn carried it one step further,
affirming that "this tendency to despise, abuse, and override the
Spanish American may well be called one of the darkest threads
in the fabric of Anglo-Saxon frontier govemment."4 !)
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And I hope coming folks will take warning
And choose (if they would their property save)
Some American place to be born in.
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THE STORY OF A FRIENDSHIP
Mark Sullivan and Herbert Hoover
WILL KoLLOCK

The year was 1874. President Grant was directing campaigns
against the Indians. The story of Brigham Young's numerous wives
was a national sensation. P. T. Barnum's "Roman Hippodrome"
was launched on a national tour. Already a success in France,
Jules Verne's Around the World in Eighty Days was beginning to
startle the American public. Among less noticed events of the year
were the births of two boys destined to form a friendship which
would have a great effect on American politics.
On August lOth of 1874 Herbert Clark Hoover was born in a
small, one-story cottage across an alley from his father's blacksmith
shop in West Branch, Iowa. One month later on September lOth,
some 1500 miles away in Avondale, Pennsylvania, Mark Sullivan
was born.
The early life of the two boys was similar. Both families were
poor. Both boys spent their early years in farm country where
there were open fields and nearby swimming holes to romp and
play in after small chores were finished. Both knew the smell of
freshly plowed earth and the joys of having scores of pets - wild
and tame.
But for Hoover this happy life soon ended. His father died when
he was six; and his mother when he was ten. Hoover's relatives
held a family council and decided that he would go to live on a
neighboring farm with his uncle, Allen Hoover. Two years later
another uncle, Dr. John Min thorn, offered to take Hoover with
him to Newberg, Oregon, where he had founded a Quaker academy. Again the family met, and with young Hoover's consent, decided that he should go. West Branch's educational opportunities
were limited and this offer was considered Hoover's chance to
make something of himself.
Hoover attended the academy and helped out in his uncle's land
office until he entered Stanford University six years later. In spite
of the academy background Hoover did not get to take all of the
subjects needed for college entrance, but he so impressed Stanford's examiner that he was accepted conditionally. Working as an
office boy for the geology department and running a laundry service, Hoover managed to pay his way through college. 1
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Sullivan's life was not as disrupted. He went to the Avondale
village one-room school and on to normal school in nearby West
Chester. Having neither the money nor, he thought, the educational background for college, Sullivan at 17 took a job on the
West Chester Morning Republican as a reporter. Two years later
he and a young bookkeeper for the paper pooled their funds, some
$300, and bought out the ailing Republican in neighboring Phoenixville. Under Sullivan's editorship the Republican flourished.
Sullivan now began to think of college. He had gained in these
four years both confidence and funds. He was accepted by Harvard on condition that he make up his deficiencies.
Sullivan sold out his half interest in the paper to his partner for
$5,500 payable in installments and at 22 set off for Harvard. By
tight financing and by writing a few articles for the Boston
Transcript Sullivan managed to stay on for a law degree. He tried
practicing law in Manhattan for a few months but soon grew disillusioned and bored with law practice. Sullivan decided to go back
to work at his first love - writing. His first job was with the
Ladies Home Journal where he helped conduct an editorial campaign against quack patent medicines.
His articles soon attracted the attention of Robert Collier, and
Sullivan was invited to come to work for Collier's National ·w eekly.
He accepted the offer and six years later became editor of the
magazine. Sullivan left the magazine in 1915 and went to the New
York Evening Sun as a political columnist. In 1923 he became a
Washington correspondent for the New York Herald Tribune. His
columns on Washington politics were eventually syndicated in 93
papers across the country.~
By the time Sullivan had first begun work for Collier's, Hoover
had already become a wealthy international businessman. At 21
Hoover landed a job with the mining firm of Louis Janin in San
Francisco. From there he was given a position as mining engineer
for the Chinese government and his career was launched. He became known as the trouble shooting expert and traveled widely,
buying into mining operations as he went. By 1910 his holdings
stretched from Russia to China and India. In 1915 he sold most of
his operations to organize The Belgian Relief, through which he
attempted to supply food to the starving Belgians, entrapped and
cut off behind the German lines. In 1917 he came to 'Vashington,
amidst public acclaim, to head the United States Food Administration. In his efforts to feed the Belgians, the public saw reflected
the idealization of American good wilJ.3
In 1920 the Hoovers bought a roomy colonial house at 2300 S
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Street in Washington, D.C. Their neighbors were Mr. and Mrs.
Mark Sullivan. Sullivan had met Hoover in Europe during the
early months of the War.4 Now they became close friends with the
easy informality of neighbors.u Following the lead of Frank Cobb,
editor of the New York World, Sullivan began to mention Hoover
as a worthy Presidential candidate.6 Hoover was not nominated,
but was appointed Secretary of Commerce by the successful candidate, Woodrow Wilson. Hoover quickly became known as a
tireless administrator. Some thought him a little too tireless and
accused him of meddling in other departments' affairs. 7 Clinton
Gilbert, the satirist, characterized Hoover in 1921 as a "Cyclopedia
of Useful Information."8
During the first year as Secretary of Commerce, Hoover began
to call on Sullivan for advice, particularly about speeches. 9 Sullivan's advice in these early days of the friendship was not to
change much as the years went on.
The defect in your speech is too great condensation. No audience can swallow so great a quantity of thought in so small a period of time . . . You
will say that I am merely counselling dilution, and that your mind is not
hospitable to dilution . . . it reads like the condensed syllabus of a treatise
on social philosphy.lo

Sullivan's advice was not limited to politics. Occasionally he
wrote Hoover to remind him of personal matters which he feared
the busy Hoover might overlook. For example, on May 14, 1921,
Sullivan wrote to tell Hoover that William Allen White's daughter
had died and suggested that, since White and Hoover were acquainted, Hoover would probably want to send a telegram of
condolence. 11
It was not long before the public began to look upon Sullivan
as Hoover's confidant and friend. In fact, even prominent Republicans began to rely on Sullivan to gain an airing for their views. 1 ~
As the 1928 Republican Convention neared, Sullivan launched
a .campaign to have Hoover nominated. He was, of course, not
alone in his efforts. But certainly he was instrumental in gaining
public support for Hoover and in pressuring Coolidge to not seek
a third term. 13 He was equally active in Hoover's behalf during
the campaign.
After Hoover's election it was widely speculated that Sullivan
would receive an appointment in the administration. The Washington Star suggested that Sullivan was to be appointed Secretary
of State. 14 Sullivan wrote Hoover on the subject,
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I find I am mentioned for every possible office - except the obvious and
logical one of Minister to Ireland . . . I had the asset of being regarded as
fit for the office [Secretary of State] without the liability of having to take
the job and do the work.l5

As suggested by this letter, it is unlikely that Sullivan would
have accepted a position had it been offered. In any case Sullivan
was much more valuable to Hoover as a popular, syndicated columnist then he would likely have been as a member of the
administration.
Now that his friend was President, Sullivan was sought out all
the more as a go-between to Hoover. Many seemed to assume that
Sullivan's powers of persuasion with the President were great, as
suggested by this letter from F. L. Seeby·, a friend of Sullivan and
a Hoover supporter,
Now that North Carolina did just what I told you it would, don't you think
we ought to be allowed just one vote on the cabinet? I want that one for
Colonel Bill Donovan [Assistant Attorney General - in the Coolidge cabinet]
... Nobody knows better than I do your close relationship with Mr. Hoover
and I only hope that if you have an opportunity to speak plainly in this
connection you will do it.l6

Whether or not Sullivan found the "opportunity" to speak to the
President one cannot say, but Donovan was not given the appointment. Likely all friends of Presidents are besieged by such
requests far beyond their power or inclination to wield an influence. At any rate the requests kept pouring inY Friends in the
press corps also looked upon Sullivan as the man who could get
to Hoover. Arthur Rahl of the New York Herald Tribune, for
example, in suggesting to Sullivan that Hoover take more positive
policy toward Haiti, ended his request by saying, "Simply leave
a word in the back of his (Hoover's) mind, which might be acted
on ... when he got around to it."1 s
Although . Hoover's administration was besieged with the catastrophic problem of the depression, it was his poor relations with
the press that probably resulted in his political downfall. To what
extent the depression precipitated Hoover's failure with the press
cannot be determined, but it was this failure that to a great extent led to his inability to gain public support for his policies.
When the press presents an almost solid front against a man, it is
likely that public opinion will be strongly influenced.
In the early months of the administration, Hoover's relations
with the Washington press corps were congenial. As Secretary of
Commerce, he had been a valuable source of news, always ready
with a story. 19 As President he began office with a liberalized at-
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titude toward the press, allowing for the first time direct quotation of parts of his press conferences. With the coming of the Depression all this ended. As the economic condition of the country
grew worse Hoover developed a marked sensitiveness to criticism.
The President showed open irritation with the press at times, especially when what he considered news leaks occured.
Hoover rationalized his reticence to keep the press fully informed
of governmental activities by explaining to the press that public
business is often a matter of what he called, "delicate negotiations."
These negotiations depended, according to Hoover, on the reaching of a common understanding without the inflammation of public controversy. Reiterating this position before the Washington
correspondent's Gridiron Club, Hoover said, "But naturally the
correspondents . . . to satisfy the village gossips would require
to have minute-by-minute access to the most confidential conversations (for both morning and evening editions) ."~ 0 Hoover went
on to say, as he did in all his speeches before the Club, that he
had really been joking, but it is obvious that his jest carried an
air of sincerity.
Theodore Joslin, one of .Hoover's press secretaries, later said
that Hoover's attitude toward the press was motivated by the
President's fear that openness to the press would expose men to
criticism if they changed their minds as a result of debate and reconciliation of views, and that publicity of discussions about
financial institutions would injure their standing . ~ 1
Hoover seemed to sincerely believe that he was faced by a
dilemma in his relationship to the press. He said before the Gridiron Club on April 13, 1929,
I learn more each day as to the relation of the Presidential office to the
press .. . One duty is to help the people . .. to get along peacefully and
prosperously without any undue commotion . . . The other duty . . . is that
I should provide the press with exciting news of something about to happen .
. . . The ideal solution, of course, would be to excite the press without exciting the country, but everyday brings proof to me that the newspapers are
designed to be read . ~~

On another occasion Hoover told the Gridiron Club that they
should start their own party and that their platform should be a
government dominated by excitement. ~a For its part the press
became increasingly suspicious toward the President's handling
of news. They considered the President's stance a deliberate
bottling up of the news, if not downright censorship. ~ 4
Hoover's attitude toward publicity extended to his private life.
He did not like news stories about his fishing trips. And Ike
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Hoover, Chief Usher of the White House, suggested that this consideration often kept Hoover at home for fear that people would
think he was neglecting his duty as President .~;; The difficulty of
getting news from the White House forced the press to turn elsewhere for its news. It was partly the result of this situation that
led to the success of the "Smear Hoover" campaign. Headed by
Charles Michelson, a former Washington correspondent for the
New York World, the Democratic National Committee's campaign
against Hoover proved eminently successful. 2 G
As the Michelson campaign increased its intensity Hoover became all the more recalcitrant to give out news to the press corps
at large and relied increasingly on a few favorite correspondents,
chief among whom was Mark Sullivan. Only these correspondents
had access to the White House's inner sanctum. 27 Michelson began
to direct his attacks not just at Hoover but also at Hoover's favorites. Sullivan received most of the barbs. 28
In all, an estimated two million dollars was spent on the campaign against Hoover. 2!) Both Hoover and the press became involved in a spiraling, growing misunderstanding. As the press
became increasingly antagonistic, Hoover's doubts and suspicions
increased. Hoover felt that reporters often put a scoop above the
national interest and the reporters, of course, felt that getting the
news was in the national interest.30 To some extent this problem
arises in every administration but during Hoover's administration
the times were particularly troubled and suspicions rampant.
It is fair to say that Hoover's name became synonymous in the
minds of a good many people with all the fears and angers created
by the depression. 31 Books began to appear accusing the President
of every possible mischief and misrepresentation. One such work
by Walter W . Liggett, titled The Rise of Herbert Hoover, published in 1932 indicates the tack these books took.
It is the problem of the psychiatrist rather than of a biographer to determine
to what extent Herbert Hoover's nature was permanently warped by his
tragic childhood, but it must be fairly obvious even to the most unreflecting
reader that it was altered in some essential respects.32

Hoover's usual reply to Michelson's campaign and to the misrepresentations in the anti-Hoover books was as follows,
I cannot take the time from my job to answer such stuff. No man can catch
up with a lie. If the American people wish to believe such things as this
about me, it just cannot be helped}:!

This response, of course, did not put the smears to rest. The vague
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impression in the minds of the public that there was something
discreditable about Hoover's background persisted.34
As the situation became increasingly difficult, Hoover began to
rely evermore on Sullivan to present Hoover's side of the news.
Sullivan, when in Washington, met with the President daily. He
became known as a member of "The Medicine Ball Cabinet." The
Cabinet, including such members as Justice Harlin Stone and
some 18 friends in the administration, met each morning at 7:00
a.m. sharp for a workout with medicine balls.35 Quite naturally
these sessions became the butt of many a caricature in the press.
After the other members of the cabinet had had coffee and toast
Sullivan was almost always invited in for breakfast with the President.36 Sullivan became a constant companion to the President,
traveling with him on governmeat business as well as on vacations.
On occasion both the President and Sullivan seemed particularly indiscreet in their relationship. Once when Henry Ford visited the White House, reporters who had spent hours tracking
him down and waiting for a press release were refused any comment on the discussion. Ford spent the evening in isolation with
the President and the next morning only Sullivan was allowed to
interview Ford. Ike Hoover, for one, felt that Hoover's unpopularity could be attributed in large part to the President's favoritism
shown to Mark Sullivan.
Every newspaperman in Washington is jealous of him. The President has
taken him into his fold and he is given every opportunity to get the news
and the inside information as no other man is privileged to do. He is at the
White House so much he is considered one of the household by the employees. It is interesting to note how the President has him for breakfast
when someone has been for a conference the night before.37

Sullivan's correspondence from his readers bears out Ike Hoover's
conjecture. One irate reader wrote Sullivan,
The next time you go fishing with the President will
have his factfinders calculate how much employment
by the Shriners at their convention in Toronto last
this country if the convention had been held in the
been only for prohibition.38

you please ask him to
the $15,000,000 spent
month would give in
U.S. as it would have

Another reader was even more outspoken,
I suppose we cannot hope for candor, sincerity or sportsmanship from any
one of the Hoover crowd; nor independence nor disinterestedness from a
supposedly impartial newspaperman that permits himself to be the press
agent of a President who is not above using news columns for press-agency
and personal propaganda.39
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Whether considered a cause or a result of their friendship, it is
fair to say that the views of Hoover and Sullivan were very similar.
One looks in vain among their correspondence for any disagreement between the two men over major issues.
Hoover entered the 1932 Presidential campaign with a decided
press disadvantage. It was Sullivan and a handful of other correspondents against the entire press. Sullivan became Hoover's
spokesman to an even greater extent. But his outlook was pessimistic and his hopes were low. To friends he expressed freely his
gloomy appraisal of the future if Hoover failed to win. His columns in less passionate tones reflected much the same view.40
As the campaign grew heated Sullivan was kept supplied with
inside information from Hoover and constantly passed information
back to him, usually having to do with Hoover's public image.
Sullivan was also given the job of running confidential errands
for the President. In the latter days of the campaign Sullivan was
sent to Idaho to seek the support of a recalcitrant Republican
senator. Rumor had it that Sullivan had been authorized by Hoover
to promise the senator any concession on policy in return for support. A friend of Sullivan's, Margaret Cobb, publisher of The
Idaho Statesman, wrote Sullivan to check on the rumor. Sullivan's
answer was righteous but failed to disconfirm the accusation.
Your letter interests me naturally, and what you say adds a little to the
quantity of disillusionment about politics and politicians which I have accumulated at the age of fifty-eight. But of course I can't say anything about
the conversation. It was personal and from my point of view must remain so.41

Whatever the harm done by the Michelson campaign it is
probably safe to say that more damage to Hoover's political future
resulted from the news stories written by an increasingly disaf- .
fected press corps.42 And none of Hoover's advisors seemed to have
been any help to him in this matter. The press corps looked down
on Hoover's first press secretary, George Akerson, as incompetent.
The second press secretary, Theodore Joslin, was similarly written
off. Before his appointment Joslin had been among the least popular members of the press corps. After his elevation the corps felt
he grew all the more unapproachable. 4 :l
Hoover allowed his secretaries to shield him from the kinds of
questions and thoughts from the press corps that would have
given him valuable information about the trends of publicity and
public opinion. Both Akerson and Joslin were accused of withhold39

ing questions submitted to the President by the press corps. 44 Nor
was Sullivan of any help to Hoover in correcting the President's
relations with the press. One can only speculate the reason. Neither Sullivan nor Hoover were used to the kind of journalism
being turned out by Charles Michelson, Drew Pearson and others.
The type of gossipy, sensationalized copy was as objectionable to
Sullivan as it was to Hoover. ~" This was a new breed of Washington correspondents and neither man considered them worthy of
attention. 4 G
Probably the place to look for an answer to Hoover's failure
with the press and Sullivan's inadequacy in helping him is in the
character of the two men. Both were a product of the late Victorian era. According to their contemporaries, both were quiet and a
bit standoffish. Both had a strong sense of dignity and propriety
and were kidded for their old-fashioned taste. These tastes extended even to their dress. The stiff, high, detachable collar was
their preference over the fashionable, new, one piece lay-down
collar.
This sense of dignity can perhaps best be illustrated by a letter
from Sullivan to Hoover written shortly after F .D.R. had assumed
office.
My flesh creeps at the violations of personal dignity and taste. At the press
conferences, he [F.D.R.] makes it a point to call newspaper men by their
first names.48

Hoover's concept of Presidential dignity went so far as to make
him initially refuse to actively campaign for a second term. Only
the constant urging of his friends made him eventually go against
his strong sense of propriety_4!l Neither Sullivan nor Hoover
seemed to grasp the changing character of the press. Hoover persistently refused to make use of human interest stories about himself that would have gone a long way in appeasing the press.
Once Hoover's backers prepared a story telling how he had rescued a child during the Boxer Rebellion. Hoover refused to release the story with the comment, "You can't make a Teddy
Roosevelt out of me."'-0
Sullivan's articles show his agreement with the President. They
are characteristically concerned with the intricacies of Hoover's
efforts to stem the depressionary tide but seldom deal with
Hoover the man. Gl
And so Hoover was not made into a Teddy Roosevelt. His personality came across to the press corps as cold and consequently

40

to the public as cold.'·~ It is probable that among the reasons for
his attitude was as he claimed - to prevent panic. But had he had
a talent for public relations, h e might have achieved his goal without unduly antagonizing the press. Unfortunately for his political
future, Hoover had no stomach for evasions and vVhite House lies.
If he was on to something he did not want the press to discover,
he would cancel a press conference rather than have to evade the
questions of the corps.'':;
Press secretary Joslin in his book, Hoover Off The Record,
written after Hoover had been defeated, blamed the press corps
for Hoover's difficulties,
If the press had come to realize at the time, as it has subsequently, that
partisanship must be abated until recovery is given an opportunity, .Mr.
Hoover's problem would have been immeasurably easier.:i4

This is only partly true. To some extent it is the job of the President and his advisors to demonstrate to the press the need for
secrecy and to not insist on secrecy when it is not clearly needed.
Perhaps the chief reason for Hoover's difficulty with the press
was simply that he and his advisors failed to see; or, if they saw it,
refused to use what were to become stock publicity devices of
"making" news and creating a dramatic background against which
news could be projected. 55
Hoover's defeat to F .D.R. must have come as no great shock to
either Hoover or Sullivan. Sullivan felt that Hoover's defeat was
solely the result of the depression and prohibition, and seemed
to pay no mind to Hoover's problems with the press."(; He certainly did not think there was anything Hoover could have done
to tum the tide in his favor."' Sullivan did not lose hope, however, that the country would return to its senses after a few
months under Roosevelt. His advice to Hoover shortly after the
elections makes this clear. Sullivan counselled Hoover to not act
as if he would ever be a candidate for office again but by making
major speeches to establish himself as the continuing head of the
party. But Sullivan made clear that his addresses were not to have
the "farewell" tone. Sullivan's plans for the 1936 Republican Convention were formulated within a month after Hoover's defeat,
as evidenced by this letter to a Hoover supporter.
Where can the Republican Party find the equivalent of this man? The ·answer
is obvious. There is nobody in his class or faintly approaching his class. This
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being so, it constitutes pretty surely the answer as to what will happen in
1936}!8

Sullivan's advice to Hoover during the first year after the defeat
always kept this same tone. Hoover was to keep himself in the
limelight but not to act overly anxious for further public office.
On October 21, 1932, Sullivan advised Hoover to make more
speeches but to stay away from controversial matters to show the
public that Hoover had not "retired to slippered ease, that you
are still a vital person with a vital interest in the country."59 The
correspondence from Sullivan to Hoover during this period is
also filled with Washington gossip. Hoover had gone back to live
in his Palo Alto, California home and Sullivan seemed to fear that
Hoover would fail to keep in close enough contact with Washington politics. Go
In the press Sullivan began a campaign to inform the public of
the "truth" about Hoover's efforts and policies regarding the depression. But still his analysis did not touch on Hoover's human
side. Most of the articles were technical justifications of Hoover's
measures. 61
The relationship Hoover had fa-iled to achieve with the press,
Roosevelt managed handily, and Hoover could not understand it.
In a letter to Sullivan he said,
One thing amazes me hourly. That is the unwillingness of the press to expose the faking that daily goes on from Washington, - the faking of government economics, the Budget balance fake . . . 62

Of course, Roosevelt's relations with the press were not all idyllic
and Sullivan seemed to take some glee in reporting Roosevelt's
press difficulties to Hoover.63 Although Sullivan attempted to
maintain a fair attitude toward the new President's measures,
they were clearly repugnant to him. As he told Hoover on June
23, 1933,
I find it impossible to get out of the mood of depression. These measures
that have been passed putting limitations on individualism wound my spirit
as much as if there were a revival of the Inquisition or any of the other
medieval horrors. But in fairness, we have to admit . . . that Roosevelt is
entitled to exercise within reason whatever his judgment dictates as the right
way to get out of the emergency.Gfl

Hoover shared Sullivan's view about giving Roosevelt a chance.
He once refused to attend a Gridiron dinner if "there is to be a

42

staged attack upon the President (Roosevelt) by a speech of some
important person just to make a Roman Holiday." 65 It was not
long before Sullivan began to feel that he had extended sufficient
fairness to Roosevelt. As Sullivan saw no end to the depression
likely to result from Roosevelt's measures, his press attacks became
increasingly adamant. Time magazine dubbed him "The Jeremiah
of the U.S. press."
He croaks fearfully against the New Deal . . . not even his great and good
friend Herbert Hoover outdoes him in bemoaning the evil days on which the
land has fallen, in prophesying worse days to come unless citizens return
to the tried and true ways of their fathers .GG

Sullivan never missed F .D.R.'s press conferences but stood grim
and silent in the back of the room while the President got chuckles
from the rest of the press corps by attributing most press criticism
of the New Deal to "Old Mark." 67
As the Roosevelt administration wore on Sullivan became increasingly vocal in his attacks on the New Deal. Michelson's campaign continued its attempt to identify Hcover's name with the
depression. Although little was said publicly, Hoover, no longer
restrained by what he considered the necessary dignity of the
Presidency, became less and less willing to take the attacks
lying down. Shortly after Eugene Mayer, Governor of the Federal
Reserve Board, began criticizing Hoover's economic policy, Hoover
wrote Sullivan,
If Eugene Mayer doesn't stop his smearing, I shall take occasion to let my
documents upon him become public someday and will put his name in a
certain bracket of American memories.68

In February of 1934 Sullivan learned from a friend at Saturday
Evening Post that Post was planning to do a series of articles by
Ike Hoover which questioned the propriety of the Hoover-Sullivan
friendship while Hoover was in the White House. Sullivan resented
the idea of a household employee daring to comment on the wisdom of his employer. In a letter to Hoover, Sullivan said "Ike
Hoover never at any time had enough apprehension of what was
going on in the White House to pass judgment . . ."69 Post
editor George Horace Lorimer, long sympathetic to Hoover, agreed
to omit the offending passages,7° but they were not omitted when
Houghton Mifflin pulished Ike Hoover's book 42 Years In The
White House. The Hoover-Sullivan friendship became a point of
public controversy. Sullivan failed to see why so much ado should
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be made about the friendship. He explained the friendship in these
simple terms,
They [the Hoovers] lived dose by us here in \Vashington and we we re in
and out of each other's houses all the time . When Hoover became President
I saw no reason why the friendship should be interrupted and Hoover by
his actions saw no reason either . . . One does not drop a friend just because he becomes a President.'l

As Roosevelt's first term drew to an end both Hoover and Sullivan realized that Hoover's chances for receiving the nomination,
let alone winning an election, were very poor. Through April 1935
this hope had been kept alive by Sullivan, and he had continued
behind the scenes to press for Hoover's nomination.'~ By May
1935 Sullivan, in his correspondence to Hoover began to suggest
that Hoover not try for the nomination but rather act as an organizer for opposition to the New Deal."l Although the public
seemed to believe that Hoover would be receptive to the nomination, there is no indication that he actively sought it. He did deliver the keynote address at the Convention. Perhaps indicative of
Hoover's attitude toward the nomination is the fact that oy the
time the conventioneers were brought to comparative quiet after
his speech, he had already left the convention hall to catch a train
for New York. 74 •
In any case the nomination went to Alf Landon, and after
Landon's defeat, Hoover settled down to the role of opposition
critic. He continued, perhaps even more than before, to rely on
Sullivan for advice. Sullivan's letters indicate that he was particularly conscious of developing and maintaining Hoover's prestige.
The advice was usually specific and practical, as indicated in the
following letter to Hoover written October 17, 1936.
Don't make one speech more than the number you can prepare with plenty
of time and thought . . . Resist all appeals to make casual off-hand speeches .
. . . Don't make any major speech unless it is arranged in advance of your
accepting that the speech shall be broadcast . . . Insist .. . on 45 minutes
for the radio broadcast - for your type of speech that is the better length.
You are now in a position such that . . . a speech by Herbert Hoover is a
public event of the highest importance, an event in a class by itself.'0

For his part Hoover seemed willing to accept his role as critic
and almost happy to have the focus of attention taken off himself.
He began to devote his time to the role of elder statesman. But not
a speech was made or a major move taken by Hoover that he did
not have the benefit of Sullivan's counsel.'G The two men contin-

44

ued to correspond, visit and vacation together as the years passed.
They advised one another on numerous books and speeches, and,
until Sullivan was too ill to travel, hardly a Christmas passed without Sullivan visiting the Hoover's apartment in New York's
Waldorf Astoria. 77 As they grew older and could visit less their
letters became more and more personal. Their concern with national issues did not, however, slacken. One of Sullivan's last letters to
Hoover is a criticism of the Truman administration, and one of
Hoover's last letters to Sullivan discusses the forthcoming 1952
Republican Convention.78
Three days after Hoover's 68th birthday, and one month and
three days before his own 68th birthday, Mark Sullivan died. Two
days later on August 15, 1952, Hoover received this telegram from
Sullivan's daughter and son-in-law,
Your love and friendship were so much of Dad's life that we do know you
share our great grief. May we send our love and sympathy.'9

For 32 years Sullivan had been a faithful friend of Herbert
Hoover. He had suffered his defeats and gloried in his successes. 80
He lived long enough to see the beginning of his fondest wish the clearing of Hoover's name of what he considered false accusations. As Sullivan expressed it,
No man can labor as Mr. Hoover did, with intelligence and untiring industry, through four difficult years of his administration, without ultimately
winning recognition of the worth of his efforts and approbation for himsel£.81
1 See any of Hoover's biographies. For example,

2

3
4

5
6

Will Irwin. Herbet Hoover: A Reminiscent Biography. (New York: The
Century Company, 1928) passim.
Eugene Lyons. Our Unknown Ex-President: A Portrait of Herbert
Hoover. (Garden City, New York: Doubleday and Company, 1948)
passim.
Mark Sullivan. The Education of An American. (New York: Doubleday,
Doran and Company, 1938) passim.
"An Average American," Time, Nov. 18,1935, pp. 41-42, 44-46.
Also see contents of Box l l in Mark Sullivan Collection.
In particular see Irwin, Herbert Hoover: A Reminiscent Biography, p . 177.
Herbert Hoover. The Memoirs of Herbert Hoover: The Cabinet And
The Presidency, 1920-1933. (New York: Macmillan Company, 1952),
pp. 186-187.
Also see Sullivan, The Education of An American, p. 316.
Ibid.
Letter from Mark Sullivan to Conrad Hobbs: April 24, 1920, Box 14,
File l.
Also Irwin, Herbert Hoover: A Reminiscent Biography, pp. 254-255.

45

7 Clinton Gilbert. The Mirrors of Washington. (New York: G . P. Putnam's
Sons, 1921), p . 11.
8 Ibid.
9 Letter from Herbert Hoover to Mark Sullivan; Sept. 27, 1921, Box 14,
File l.
10 Letter from Mark Sullivan to Herbert Hoover; circa Sept. 30, 1921, Box
14, File l.
11 Letter from Mark Sullivan to Herbert Hoover; May 14, 1921 , Box 16B,
File l.
12 Letter from Horace Knowles to Mark Sullivan; July 4, 1928, and Letter
from Gisela Westhoff to Mark Sullivan; Oct. 20, 1927, Box 16B, File 1.
13 Mark Sullivan. "Who'll Get The Big Job," Collier's National Weekly,
V. 79 (Jan. 1, 1927), pp. 5-6, 38.
14 Letter from Mark Sullivan to Herbert Hoover; Feb. 4, 1929, Box !SA,
File 6.
15 Ibid.
16 Letter from F. L. Seeby to Mark Sullivan; Nov. 13, 1928, Box !SA
File 8.
17 For examples, see letter from John Schnitzler to Mark Sullivan; Jan. 23,
1929, and letter from E. A. Dickson to Mark Sullivan; March 28,1929,
Box !SA, File 6.
18 Letter from Arthur Rahl to Mark Sullivan; May 18, 1929, Box 15A,
File 6.
19 Elmer E. Cornwell. Presidential Leadership of Public Opinion. (Bloomington: Indiana University Press, 1965), p. 100.
20 Herbert Hoover. Hoover After Dinner. (New York: Charles Scribner's
Sons, 1933), p. 67.
21 Theodore G. Joslin. Hoover Off The Record. (Garden City, New York:
Doubleday, Doran and Company, 1934), p . 67.
22 Hoover, Hoover After Dinner, pp. 4-5.
23 Ibid., p. 35.
24 Cornwell, Presidential Leadership of Public Opinion, p. 167. Robert W .
Desmond. The Press and World Affairs. (New York: D. Appleton-Century
Company, 1932), pp. 314-315.
25 Irwin Hood (Ike) Hoover. 42 Years In The White House. (Boston:
Houghton Mifflin Company, 1934), p . 188.
26 James E. Pollard. The Presidents And The Press. (New York: The Macmillan Company, 1947), p. 145.
27 Cornwell, Presidential Leadership of Public Opinion, p . 107.
28 Charles Michelson. The Ghost Talks. (New York: G. P . Putnam's Sons,
1944), pp. 212-213.
29 Lyons, Our Unknown Ex-President: A Portrait of Herbert Hoover;
pp. 250-251.
30 Ibid., p . 41.
31 Ibid., pp. 250-251.
32 Walter W. Liggett. The Rise of Herbert Hoover. (New York: The H . K.
Fly Company, 1932), p. 16.
33 Joslin, Hoover Off The Record, p. 37.
34 Lyons, Our Unknown Ex-President: A Portrait of Herbert Hoover, p. 297.

46

35 Harris G. Warren. Herbert Hoover and The Great Depression. (New
York: Oxford University Press, 1959), pp. 59-60.
36 Ike Hoover, 42 Years In The White House, p. 250.
37 Ibid., p . 209.
38 Letter from William Commerford to Mark Sullivan; July 13, 1930, Box
15A, File 5.
39 Letter from R. U. DeLatte to Mark Sullivan; Sept. 4, 1931, Box 15A,
File 2.
40 Letter from Mark Sullivan to Robert Higbie; Oct. 7, 1932, Box 15A,
File 2. See also in this same file drafts of various articles by Sullivan.
41 Letter from Margaret Cobb to Mark Sullivan; Oct. 24, 1932, and letter
from Mark Sullivan to Margaret Cobb; Nov. 4, 1932, Box 15A, File 2.
42 Lyons, Our Unknown Ex-President: A Portrait of Herbert Hoover, p. 25.
43 Cornwell, Presidential Leadership of Public Opinion, p. 109.
44 Ibid.
45 Time, pp. 41-42, 44-46.
46 Letter from Herbert Hoover to Mark Sullivan; April 25, 1935, and
letter from Herbert Hoover to Mark Sullivan; June 23, 1936, Box 16A,
File 9 and 10.
.47 Time, pp. 41-42, 44-46.
48 Letter from Mark Sullivan to Herbert Hoover; April 11, 1933, Box 16A,
File 10.
49 Ike Hoover, 42 Yea1·s In The White House, p . 248.
50 Lyons, Our Unknown Ex-President: A Portrait of Herbert Hoover, p. 27.
51 See numerous clippings and drafts in Box 15A and 16A.
52 Cornwell, Presidential Leadership of Public Opinion, p. 103.
53 Lyons, Our Unknown Ex-President: A Portrait of Herbert Hoover, p. 256.
54 Joslin, Hoover Off The Hecord, p. 67.
55 Will Irwin. Propaganda And The News or What Makes You Think So?
(Whittlesey House, McGraw-Hill Book Company, 1936), p. 301.
.56 The New York Herald Tribune, Nov. 9, 1932, clipping in Box 16A,
File 10.
57 Letter from Mark Sullivan to Mrs. Edward G. Blair; Nov. 23, 1932,
Box 15A, File 2.
59 Letter from Mark Sullivan to Herbert Hoover; Oct. 31, 1933, Box 15A,
File 2.
60 Letter from Mark Sullivan to Herbert Hoover; May 5, 1933, Box 15A,
File 1.
61 For an example see Mark Sullivan, "Storm Over \Vashington," Saturday
Evening Post, V. 205 (April 1, 1933), pp. 3-5, 69-70.
62 Letter from Herbert Hoover to Mark Sullivan; July 5, 1933, Box 15A,
File 1.
63 Letter from Mark Sullivan to Herbert Hoover; June 1, 1933, Box 15A,
File 1.
64 Letter from Mark Sullivan to Herbert Hoover; June 23, 1933, Box 15A,
File 1.
65 Letter from Herbert Hoover to Mark Sullivan; r-Iay 10, 1933, Box 15A,
File 1.
66 Time, p. 42.
67 Ibid.

47

68 Letter from Herbert Hoover to Mark Sullivan; April 25, 1935, Box 16A,
File 10. For an interesting insight into the effect of the Smear Campaign
on the public see letter from Florence Fitzsimmons to Mark Sullivan;
March 30, 1933, Box 16A, File 1.
69 Letter from Mark Sullivan to Herbert Hoover; Oct. 8, 1934, Box 16A,
File 9.
70 See series of letters to Post and to Hoover beginning on Feb. 16, 1934,
Box 16A, File 9.
71 Letter from Mark Sullivan to Peter Stout; Feb. 16, 1934, Box 16A,
File 9.
72 Letter from Mark Sullivan to Herbert Hoover; April 26, 1935, and letter
from Mark Sullivan to Herbert Hoover; Feb. 8, 1935, Box 16A, File 8.
73 Letter from Mark Sullivan to Herbert Hoover; May 14, 1935, Box 16A,
File 8.
74 David Hinshaw. Herbert Hoover: American Quaker. (New York: Farrar,
Straus and Company, 1950), pp. 313-314.
75 Letter from Mark Sullivan to Herbert Hoover; Oct. 17, 1936, Box 16A,
File 7, and letter from Mark Sullivan to Herbert Hoover; Jan. 2, 1936,
Box 16A, File 8.
76 Letter from Mark Sullivan to Herbert Hoover; Jan. 5, 1937, and letter
from Mark Sullivan to Herbert Hoover; June 28, 1937, Box 16A, File 7.
77 See throughout Box 16A, File 1 and File 2.
78 Letter from Mark Sullivan to Herbert Hoover; Dec. 14, 1951, and letter
from Herbert Hoover to Mark Sullivan; June 9, 1952, Box 16A, File 1.
79 Telegram from Sydney and Jameson Parker to Herbert Hoover; August
15, 1952, Box 16A, File 1.
80 For example, see letter from Mark Sullivan to Arthur Johnson; Nov. 14,
1932, Box 15A, File 2.
81 Letter from Mark Sullivan to Ruth McCrocke; March 20, 1933, Box 15A,
File 1.

BIBLIOGRAPHY
The primary sources for this article are letters, notes, clippings, etc. from
the Mark Sullivan Collection housed in the Herbert Hoover Archives, Stanford University, Stanford, California. Although the Collection does not contain all of Sullivan's papers, it does contain several hundred items dealing
with the Hoover-Sullivan friendship. The Collection has been arranged by
subject and year into 35 boxes. \i\lithin each box the items are arranged in
approximate chronological order in folders or files. The following boxes are
of particular interest for this article:
Box
Box
Box
Box
Box
Box

l l - Personal Papers (1900)

14 15A
15B
16A
16B

Herbert Hoover, Political (1920)
- Herbert Hoover, Presidential (1928-1932)
- Herbert Hoover, Presidential (1926-1933)
- Herbert Hoover-Mark Sullivan, Misc. Corres. (1933-1952)
- Herbert Hoover-Mark Sullivan, Misc. Corres. (1921-1928)

In our footnotes we have referred to the item and indicated its location
in the Collection by Box Number and File Number.

48

Annual Tour to the Grave of
Eugene Manlove Rhodes
Each year on the anniversary of his death, June 8, Eugene Manlove Rhodes is honored by his New Mexico friends .
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The Tour is sponsored by the Alamogordo Chamber of Commerce .
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THE HUGUENOTS
ArLEEN

Ross

The name "Huguenot" given to French Protestants, has often
been supposed to come from the German word "Eidgenossen," i.e.,
Confederate. This view, however, is no longer accepted as correct
by most students of history. A more likely explanation of the word
is that given as early as the 16th century by the learned scholar,
Stephanus, (Henri Estienne), who regarded it as a nickname
which originated in the ancient French Province of Touraine,
based on a medieval romance about a certain King Hugo, or
Hufuet, a wicked and cruel king, whose ghost was supposed to
run about in the streets of the city of Tours at night, a truly
diabolical apparition. One of the gates of the city was named after
this King. Since Protestants met in the neighborhood, they were
given the nickname of "Huguenot," which soon became general.
The Insignia of the Huguenots is the Cross of Languedoc. This
symbol is interpreted as the opened petals of the Lily of France,
forming a Maltese Cross; a ball upon each point the Eight Beatitudes, with the Rounded tips of four Fleur-de-lis in the interstices
between the arms of the cross added, the twelve Apostles; the
open spaces below the Fleur-de-lis take the shape of a heart,
attributed to the Calvin Seal; and the pendant dove the Church
under the Cross. It is worn with a ribbon of white, edged with
French blue and gold.
It is not the purpose of this article to enter into details about
religious persecutions. Everyone knows that in France the struggle
became very fierce when faith and piety often walked in the
shadow of danger and intrigue, culminating in the Wars of Religion. From 1562 to 1598 the Wars of Religion afflicted France,
subsiding when Henri de Navarre, as Henry IV, issued the well
known Edict of Nantes in 1598. This drove thousands into exile
from Languedoc, Normandy, Brittany, Picardy, Dauphine, Berry,
Orleanais, Champagne and Touraine. These Huguenots represented the best element in France, the steady, thriving middle
class. By ruining this class, Louis deliberately ruined much of the
trade of France and the stability of the country, and laid the way
open to the horrors of the French Revolution. Some of these
stories of flight are related by Charles W . Baird in his "History
of the Huguenot Emigration to America."
Martin Luther was the first to speak out loud the words of re-
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form, which those in high places called by the dread name of
"treason." Following Luther came John Calvin, the Master of
Geneva, a genius in his great contribution to civilization and religion. To anyone interested in John Calvin the following reading
is suggested: "John Calvin on God and Political Duty," by Dr.
John T. McNeil, a former professor at Union Theological Seminary
in New York, and "The Life of John Calvin," by Theodore de Beza.
Another very good book which is a novel based on the life of
Calvin: "The Master of Geneva," by Gladys H. Barr.
It is estimated that about 1,000,000 Huguenots fled France and
that about 100,000 found a friendly host in England under James I
and his son, James II. James assured the French Church in London on May 21st, 1603: "If anyone should dare to molest you, and
you address yourselves to me, I will give you justice." When
Charles ascended the throne he commanded all officers of the
Crown "to permit all strangers, members of the foreign Churches
and their children, peaceably to enjoy the privileges and immunities which had been formerly granted to them." The main settlement in England of .P rotestant refugees from France began in the
early 16th century. Since then, for well-nigh two centuries, (with
the exception of the reign of Mary, 1553-1558 ), England became
a place of refuge from religious persecution for these people,
principally from France and the Netherlands. With the arrival
of William of Orange in England came the Cromwellian family
from Holland, who established the linen industry in the north of
Ireland. In every way he encouraged the Huguenots to settle there
and in England. Generally the Huguenots were well liked and respected, and "they confine themselves to their own business, which
they pursue with admirable address and skill to the great advantage, not only of themselves, but of the Nation in general" was the
verdict of one contemporary writer.
The main Huguenot settlements in England were at Canterbury
and London. As early as 1550 the French Church had been established in the Chapel at St. Anthony in Threadneedle Street in
London, and this remained as the chief Church and may be said
to never have closed its doors to this day, for the present French
Church of Soho Square is its lineal descendant. In 1547 the French
were noted in Canterbury by the analyst, Strypes, who stated that
John Utenhove, a person of honorable rank and quality, and
Francis de la Rivers were busily establishing the Huguenot Church.
This church remains today in the Crypt at the Cathedral of Canterbury. By 1687 there were 13,000 Huguenots in London; 140
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"persons of quality;" 143 Ministers; 144 Lawyers, Physicians, Traders and Burghers, and the remainder were Artisans.
Hopeful that someday they could return to France, the Huguenots kept very full and accurate church registers, with details of
their families, so that their children would have full knowledge of
their forebears. These church registers are of great interest to
genealogists. In San Francisco Public Library, located in downtown San Francisco Civic Center and easily accessible by public
transportation from any point in the city, are many of these
French Huguenot church registers.
The skills of weaving, glass making, hats, tapestry and white
paper which the Huguenots brought with them to England,
brought an annual return of one million eight hundred and eighty
thousand pounds sterling, it is estimated.
During Colonial days more than 15,000 French Huguenots emigrated to America. The effect these dedicated people had in molding American Civil Laws and culture was tremendous. Many of
the "Dutch" who settled New Amsterdam and Pennsylvania were
French Huguenots. Governor Peter Minuit was a Huguenot. So
was Jacques Tiphaine, forefather of the famous Tiffany jewelers
of New York. France gave the United States the Statue of Liberty
in New York Harbor, but how many know that the Huguenot
Bedloe once used the land for grazing his cattle. Although many
of the Huguenots were financially poor when they arrived in
America, they brought with them rich skills, techniques and talents. In a speech before the General Court in Boston in 1700,
Richard Coote, Earl of Ballamont and Governor of Massachusetts,
urged the people to make the Huguenots welcome, pointing out:
"They are a good sort of people, very ingenious, industrious, and
would be of great use in peopling this country and enriching its
trade."
Priscilla Mullins, who came over on the Mayflower and who was
made forever famous in Henry Wadsworth Longfellow's poem
- "The Courtship of Miles Standish" - was really a French Huguenot mademoiselle. She was the daughter of Guillaume ( William) Molines, a Huguenot refugee, who had lived in England
only a short time.
Faneuil Hall, the meeting place in Boston that became known
as the "Cradle of Liberty" was established by Pierre Faneuil, the
heir and nephew of Andre Faneuil, a well known French Huguenot merchant.
Henry Laurens of South Carolina, is another Huguenot who
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made notable contribution to American Independence. He served
on the commission that negotiated the treaty in which Great
Britain recognized American independence and also staunchly
supported the adoption of the Constitution.
George Washington's earliest American ancestor was Nicholas
Martian, a French Huguenot. In 1932 Dr. John Bear Stoudt,
Founder and first President of the Huguenot Society of Pennsylvania, published a book titled: "Nicholas Martian - The Adventurous Huguenot" in which properly authenticated documentation
is shown on George Washington's descent. When the Religious
War, known as the Thirty-Year War, commenced in 1619, fiftyfive families belonging to the class of French Walloon Huguenots
(among these the Martians) residing in the Valley of the Meuse,
-Belgium, fled because of their religion and took refuge in Holland.
In the spring of the year 1620 (months before the Mayflower
sailed for America) Nicholas Martian, of a family of French
Protestants, sailed from England in the vessel, the "Francis Bonadventure." He acquired and settled upon a tract of land along
the York river in Virginia. One hundred and sixty years later,
upon this same land, George Washington fought and won the
battle of Yorktown that ended the War of the American Revolution. In 1931 a marker was placed on this land reading: "Site of
the home of Nicholas Martian, the adventurer Huguenot, who
was born in France in 1591, came to Virginia in 1620, and died
in Yorktown in 1657. He was Captain of the Indian uprising; a
member of the House of Burgesses; Justice of the County of York
in 1635. A leader in the thrusting out of Governor Harvey, which
was the first opposition to the British Colonial Policy. The original
patentee for Yorktown - and through the marriage of his daughter,
Elizabeth, to Colonel George Reade, he became the earliest American ancestor of both George Washington and Governor Thomas
Nelson."
Jedediah Strong Smith, "The Great American Pathfinder and
Bible-Totin' Mountaineer" was one of Huguenot descent from his
mother, Sally Strong. The Strong and Smith families were Godfearing Puritans who came to the Massachusetts Bay Colony in
1630. The Huguenot from whom Jedediah descended was Robert
Bascom, who embraced the new faith of the Huguenots shortly
after his marriage into the Dornant family. Robert, with his son,
Jean, fled to England in 1535. The Dornants were among the
French Huguenots to settle in Ireland. During the brief span of
ten years when Jedediah Strong Smith first entered the mountains until he was killed nine years later, the story of his travels
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and accomplishments is one of the most fascinating sagas of
Western history. Reginald R. Stuart, former curator and librarian
of Western Americana at the University of the Pacific, Stockton,
California, stated : "There were seven things which made Jedediah
Strong Smith one of our great Americans. FOUR were in the field
of Exploration ; TWO in Business Relations and ONE in Cartography. He was temperate and clean; modest and soft spoken; an
avowed Christian who was more concerned with his duty than
about his safety. Unquestionably Jedediah Strong Smith was one
of the great men of his time." He was the first white man to
cross from the Mississippi to the Pacific. He and his party traveled
extensively up and down California exploring and making trails.
La Playa Trail was marked by the San Diego Chapter, Daughters
of the American Revolution: "LA PLAYA TRAIL, JEDEDIAH
STRONG SMITH, PATHFINDER, HERE COMPLETED THE
FIRST TRAIL FROM THE ATLANTIC TO THE PACIFIC." On
the grounds of City Hall, Los Angeles, California, the Los Angeles
Chapter, Daughters of the American Revolution, placed a marker
in memory of: "JEDEDIAH STRONG SMITH, PATHFINDER
OF THE SIERRA." At the west end of the bridge over the
American River in Sacramento a marker was placed : "IN MEMORY OF JEDEDIAH STRONG SMITH, EXPLORER, TRAPPER,
ADVENTURER. FIRST TO CROSS THE SIERRA. CAMPED
HERE WINTER OF 1827-1828." In Del Norte County stands
the Jedediah Strong Smith Memorial grove of Redwoods. The
establishment of the ever-living Redwoods came about through a
generous gift through the Save-The-Redwoods League of California from Mr. and Mrs. C. M. Goethe of Sacramento, matched in
equal amount by the State of California, in saving the Redwoods.
The grove is a prominent feature of the Jedediah Strong Smith
Redwoods Park preserved in perpetuity for all people. A bronze
tablet placed in a massive boulder near the Smith River - (named
for Jedediah Strong Smith) - reads: "TO JEDEDIAH STRONG
SMITH, REFERRED TO AS BIBLETOTER, FIRST WHITE
MAN TO CROSS FROM THE MISSISSIPPI TO THE PACIFIC,
THUS STARTING THE TRAIN OF EVENTS WHICH MADE
CALIFORNIA THE 31st STAR IN OUR FLAG. THIS GROVE
ON THE SMITH RIVER, (WHICH WAS DISCOVERED IN
1828), DEDICATED TO HIS MEMORY BY MR. AND MRS.
C. M. GOETHE OF SACRAMENTO AND BY THE STATE OF
CALIFORNIA."
At Crescent City on Pebble Beach, stands a plaque dedicated on
June 7th, 1959, commemorating the fact: "NEAR HERE JEDE-
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DIAH STRONG SMITH AND HIS PARTY, FIRST WHITE
EXPLORERS TO PASS THROUGH DEL NORTE COUNTY,
CAMPED ON JUNE 14-15, 1828."
In Pioneer Monument State Park near Salt Lake City, Utah,
stands the "THIS IS THE PLACE" monument. This Monument
is 60 feet high and 86 feet long, making it one of the largest of its
kind in the United States. On one of the pylons is a group of trappers and fur traders. These men were among the first to report the
geography and make maps of the Western Territory. Dedicated in
sculpture, among this group, is Jedediah Strong Smith.
Jedediah Strong Smith was born January 6, 1799, at Bainbridge,
(Jericho), Chenango County ,New York. He was killed by Comanche Indians on May 27, 1830 while searching for water for his
men at a spot located between the Arkansas and the Cimarron
Rivers in the southwestern part of what is now Kansas. This is
part of the history of the opening of the West, and as Dr. Goethe
once said: "A group that is forgetting its History, has already begun to decay."
Elias Boudinot, a Huguenot, left France in 1685 and eventually
landed in New York, where he became an elder in the newly
founded French Protestant Church on Petticoat Lane. The second Elias Boudinot in America, son of the emigrant, married
Marie Catherine Carre, daughter of another elder, in 1699, and
their son, the third Elias Boudinot, went to learn the trade of
silversmith with Simon Soumaine, but after his seven-year indenture, he decided to seek his fortune in Antigua where he had
relatives. There, after a brief first marriage, he took Catherine
Williams as his second wife. In 1734 they left Antigua for Philadelphia. After a short stay in Chester County the family moved to
Philadelphia, where Elias III took up his trade of silver-smithing,
settling next door to Benjamin Franklin. Here Elias IV was born,
who was destined to become the most notable member of the
family. Elias IV married Hannah Stockton in 1762 at Elizabeth,
New Jersey. He had read law in the office of Richard Stockton,
who married Annie Boudinot, Elias' older sister and a poet
of considerable talent. In 1772 Elias was able to purchase a "very
large and handsomely finished house," two stories high and with
wings of the same height, "the whole in the best repair." The
central part of the house still stands on East Jersey Street in
Elizabeth, renovated and maintained by the Bocawood Hall Memorial Association for the State of New Jersey. The approaching
Revolutionary War forced Elias out of his life as a prosperous
young lawyer in a provincial town. One of the first supporters of
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the Revolutionary cause, he became a member of the Committee
of the Provincial Congress. He secretly procured a much needed
supply of powder for Washington's army at Cambridge, but the
early events of the war prompted him to remove his family from
the dangerously exposed location of Elizabeth. For most of the
next seven years the family resided at a house in Baskinridge
(now Basking Ridge) in the Somerset Mountains in New Jersey,
while he attended to the assignments that fell to him. At Baskinridge began a long friendship with General and Mrs. Washington,
then residing in nearby Morristown.
In 1777 Washington made Boudinot Commissioner of prisoners,
to plan relief of the miserable lot of those who had fallen into
the enemy's hands. Through personal financial sacrifices he was
able to improve the prisoner's situation considerably. He was not
repaid for the financial outlays until the capture of General Bourgoyne brought some cash into the hands of the Americans. He
was elected to the Continental Congress and took his seat on
July 7th, 1778, representing New Jersey. In 1782 he was elected
to the Presidency of the United States in Congress Assembled.
The ratification of the treaty with Britain took place on April,
15, 1783, when Elias Boudinot signed his name on the document. In September 1783 he officially thanked General Washington for his services "in establishing the freedom and independence
of your Country." One of his last acts before resigning the Presidency was to proclaim a day of public thanksgiving for the second Thursday of December, 1783. In his 70's his mind turned to
matters of religion. He was one of the founders of the American
Bible Society in 1816 and, when elected its first president, he
considered it the greatest honor bestowed upon him. He was
much interested in the religious education of the American Indian,
and a young Cherokee who studied for missionary work among
his people asked to be allowed to take his name.
Elias Boudinot died in 1821 at his home in Burlington, New
Jersey. His benefactions and legacies are many: to Princeton
University; to the Institute for Education of American Indians at
Cornwall, Connecticut; to Jews arriving in this country, a tract
of land in Warren County, Pennsylvania, to settle on; to the
American Bible Society, over and above a generous legacy, a
separate amount for the purchase of spectacles for the poor. These
and many other worthy causes testify to his thoughtful and very
personal humanitarianism, of which the flaming heart in his coat
of arms, together with the motto "Soli Del Gloria at Honor" was
a fitting symbol. (From: "Boudinot Family Portrait at the Art

58

Museum of Princeton University," by Hedy Backlin Landman,
Curator of American Art. Princeton University. Published in Antiques Magazine, June, 1968.)
"These are to certify all who it may concern that Peter Harache,
lately come from France for to avoid persecution and live quietly,
is not only a Protestant, but by his Majesty's bounty is made a
free denizen, that he may settle here freely with his family, for
token whereof we have given him this certificate." That short document and an order from the Lord Mayor of London, gained Peter
Harache his freedom of the Goldsmiths' Company on July 21st,
1682, thus enabling him to pursue his craft. It was the first
breakthrough for the French refugee silversmiths in England at
the end of the 17th century. Little is known of his family, though
he probably came from Rouen - a widow called Mary Harache
from Rouen was in receipt of bounty in 1678. Most of the Huguenot silversmiths came from the provinces and not from Paris,
where Louis' intolerance was doubtless very marked even before
1685. Harache was doubtless not a young man when he came to
England, and even as a refugee he was apparently a man of means,
for he was admitted to the freedom by redemption. Five years
later, in 1687, he became a liveryman of the Goldsmith's Company
in a year when several other Huguenots were at last admitted to
the Freedom. The acceptance of the Huguenots was a slow business. The acceptance of their designs and skills, on the other hand,
was immediate. A review of Harache's surviving work instances
those traits soon favored by craftsmen and patrons alike; the precise decorative detail, the formality of repeat borders, fine chasing,
engraving, piercing and casting and the introduction of the baluster form which heralded the greatest years of silversmithing in
England.
Pierre Harache was fortunate that he and his wife, Anna, had
a son, also Pierre, capable of following his father. "Peeter Harrache,
Junior" registered his mark on October 25th, 1698, giving his address "ni (sic) Compton Street, near St. Ann's Church." In fact,
he registered three punches, of rather similar style to the final
mark registered by his father in an undated entry a few months
before. The similarity of the marks used by father and son, especially when slightly worn, and to the overlooking in the past of
the fact that there were two silversmiths of the same name, has
caused confusion not yet wholly righted.
It seems likely that soon after 1697 Pierre Harache, Sr., decided
to retire. There is a reference to a purchase being made from Mrs.
Harache in 1699 in Suffolk Street, where he lived, but it may be
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that she simply ran the retail side of the business. By 1698 his
son was established in Soho and had also, it seems, acquired a
good many of his father's moulds and pattern books. Indeed, the
transition from father to son was virtually imperceptible. A ewer
and basin, bearing the rare date-letter "a" for March-May, 1697
among the Chatsworth silver sold in 1958, and the similar ewer of
1697 now in the Vintner's Company collection, were closely
matched, especially in the detail of the cast flying figure handles
and the shell-and-mask ornament below the lips, by ewers made
by the younger Harache between 1700 and 1704.
In those years when both were working, Pierre Harache, Sr.,
passed to his son much that he had learned. The craftsman who
could be credited with so much that was finest in Huguenot design, with the introduction of the Balusted candlestick and the
helmet-shaped ewer, with exquisite chasing, . fine piercing and
casting of exceptional quality as well as an innate and seldom
rivalled appreciation of engraved ornament, was a father and
master of whom the younger man could justly be proud.
Much of the engraving on the Harache silver has been ascribed
to the Huguenot engraver, Simon Gribelin. Like many other engravers, Gribelin appears to have been apprenticed to a silversmith, but later became a member of the Clockmaker's Company,
perhaps because of anti-French opposition from the silversmiths,
and because the engraver's skills were much in demand in the
watch trade. Gribelin's work was outstanding, and is preserved
not only in actual design (though unsigned) examples of silver,
but in an album of designs and proofs now in the British Museum.
John Jay, the second President of the American Bible Society,
was a descendant of Pierre Jay, who, at the Revocation of the
Edict of Nantes fled with his family to Plymouth, England. His
eldest son, Augusta, came to New York in 1686, where his grandson, John, was born in 1745. John Jay was a member of the Continental Congress and first Chief Justice of the Supreme Court. By
his personal efforts he secured a much needed loan of $170,000.00
from Spain to help finance the American Revolution. He was Secretary for Foreign Affairs from 1784 to 1789. From 1795 to 1801,
John Jay served as Governor of New York State, retiring to his
farm in Westchester until his death in 1829.
Robert de Lande, a Huguenot, fled from France to England
and after a short stay there, in 1734, came to Virginia. Not liking
the country, he resettled in Wayne County in northeast Pennsylvania. There his family grew up. A son, Robert, rendered valuable
service to General Clinton as a spy. His identity was discovered
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in the work he was doing and a price was put on his head by the
Americans. He fled to Canada. After the war, in recognition of
his valuable service, the British Government gave him a large
tract of land, comprising practically all the land now covered by
the city of Toronto. In later years some of his descendants later
migrated to the United States. One, Elizabeth Land, came to
Detroit, Michigan, and became a school teacher. She married a
man named Lindbergh. To this union a son was born; a bronze
plaque marks the building on West Forest Avenue in which the
birth took place. The boy, Charles A. Lindbergh, gained world
fame by being the first person to execute a solo flight across the
Atlantic Ocean.
In 1708 Queen Anne invited distressed Protestants to come to
England. The Dalmage family, Alsatian Huguenots, took advantage of the invitation and migrated to London. This family, with
others, was sent to County Limerick in Ireland. On the lOth of
August, 1760, a boat loaded with many of the descendants of the
Limerick settlement landed in New York. Headed by Adam Dalmage, this group bought land on Pine Street in New York and
established the first Methodist Church in America. A grandson
of Adam, Adam John, served as a Captain in a Royal Regiment.
In fact the whole congregation of the church remained loyal to
the Crown. After the war their property was confiscated and
they were sent, en masse, to Halifax. From there they migrated
to the Bay of Quinte area in Ontario and established the first
Methodist Church in Canada.
In 1774 Major Henry Bassett, of Huguenot descent, was placed
in command of a garrison at Detroit, Michigan. In 1774, Bassett,
with his regiment, was sent to New York and the command of the
Detroit garrison fell to another Huguenot, a man by the name
of Larnoult. In 1778, fearful of an attack on Detroit by General
George Rogers Clark, Lernoult completely rebuilt the garrison and
it was named "Fort Lernoult." This name was continued until
the War of 1812, when it was renamed Fort Detroit.
Recently there appeared in "Notes and Queries" a brief sketch
of Captain Bernard Hubley, of Lancaster, the Revolutionary hero
and author of the first history of the war. Since the publication
of that article there has come into the possession of Major Walter
D . Kephart of San Anselmo, California, President and Founder of
the Huguenot Society of California, through a descendant living
in New York City, full memoranda relating to the history of the
Hubley family, which is herewith elaborated for the benefit of all
whom it may concern.
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According to the early records the ancestors of the family were
quite prominent in France and were Huguenots. After the Revocation of the Edict of Nantes in 1685, owing to the dreadful
persecutions of the Protestants, some of the family fled to Germany, some to Switzerland, while others remained in France,
hiding themselves in the country far away from the cities. The
bitterness of the persecution of the Hubleys was further intensified by the fact that they were "Writers of Manuscripts," and had
in their possession written exposures of the doings of the Jesuits.
Among those who fled to Switzerland was Bernard ( 1), the
paterna; ancestor of the Hubley family in America. From Switzerland he made his way into Germany, where he lived a short
time. There he lost his wife by death and was left with three
children, one daughter and two sons. Persecuted, and much discom·aged, he resolved to emigrate to America and seek a home in
the land of Penn. With his three motherless children he landed
at Philadelphia October 22nd, 1732, having sailed from a German
port. He then spelled his name "Oublie" - meaning to be forgotten
- which was anglicized into Hubley. He had much gold in his
possession, besides two chests filled with manuscripts describing
the persecutions of the Jesuits. Besides his children, he was accompanied by an old man, a Frenchman, who acted the part of a
valet. Soon after their arrival the valet one morning reported that
he had found his master dead, and in a short time he disappeared.
On making an examination it was discovered that the manuscripts
had disappeared also, and that the Frenchman was a Jesuit disguised in the garb of a servant for the purpose of securing and
destroying the manuscripts, when he hastened back to his country.
The children left by Bernard Hubley ( 1) were named:
L A daughter born in Germany about 1717.
IL Bernard ( 2) born in Germany, October 18, 1719, of whom
more presently.
IlL Michael, born in Germany February 28, 1722. Died May
17, 1804.
These orphaned children were taken in charge by friends and
soon after sent to Lancaster, Pennsylvania, where homes were
found for them. Bernard ( 2) was apprenticed to a tanner named
Valentine King, to learn the trade.
Soon after the Hubley children were established in Lancaster
an uncle, Michael Hubl~y, came from Germany to look after thei;.
welfare. He seems to have had considerable money, mostly "Spanish milled dollars" and he made arrangements for the comf01t of
his nephews. He made Michael Gratz of Philadelphia his agent,
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and he went to Lancaster and purchased what was then known
as "Brady Farm" for Bernard, and looked after his brother and
sister. Mr. Gratz also purchased a house in Philadelphia out of
the funds sent him for Bernard.
Bernard Hubley prospered in the tanning and farming business
and accumulated a handsome competence. His uncle in Germany
sent money every year for some time to Mr. Gratz to be applied
to the use of his nephews. About the time of the breaking out
of the Revolutionary vVar, Bernard opened a store in Lancaster,
but after the war was fairly under way he gave much of his goods
to the families of the volunteers. He took an active part in the
cause of liberty.
Long before the beginning of the Revolutionary vVar, Bernard
Hubley had become one of the representative men of Lancaster.
He served as County Treasurer from 1756 to 1762. In the meantime he was a Commissioner in 1753. Mr. Hubley was a man who
exerted considerable influence in political circles, and he was
a member of the Federal Party. When the Revolution commenced
he became a Whig. In 1778 he was appointed Barrack Master at
Lancaster. This was an office requiring the exercise of much firm ness, and it was especially annoying when large bodies of Hessians
and other prisoners had to be cared for, as was frequently the
case.
Two brothers of Huguenot descent lived in Detroit, Michigan.
Both were officers in the British Army. Jonathan Schiefflein had
command of a platoon under captain Henry Bird. Lieutenant
Jacob Schiefflein accompanied Col. Henry Hamilton on the Vincennes expedition. Both Schiefflein and Hamilton were captured
by General Clark and incarcerated in the prison at Williamsburg,
Virginia. Schiefflein made his escape and found refuge in British
occupied New York. He remained in New York after the war and
records show that in 1805 he was elected a Trustee of the Old
Huguenot Church of Saint Esprit.
The Lameroux family, French Huguenots, settled at New Rochelle in New York. They served the British during the war and
afterwards, with other French Huguenot families, made the long
trek overland and settled in Canada.
Dr. George Christian Anthem was born in Germany of French
parents. He studied medicine at Eisenach and at the age of 16
passed the examinations in medicine and surgery. At 20 he signed
on as surgeon in a Dutch ship engaged in the West Indies trade.
H is ship was captured by a British privateer and he was taken to
New York. The British hustled him off to a garrison in Albany.
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In 1760 the detachment of Major Rogers passed through Albany
en route to accept the surrender of the French at Detroit. Dr.
Anthem was made surgeon of this detachment. He stayed in Detroit and throughout the Revolutionary War was surgeon of the
garrison. In 1787 he moved with his family to New York City and
immediately affiliated with the Huguenot Church of Saint Esprit.
He was a doctor of unusual ability and was made a Trustee of
Columbia College. In 1795 an epidemic of yellow fever broke out
in New York City and many people fled the city. Dr. Anthem
remained and cared for the afflicted. He made a study to determine the origin of the disease. His findings were used as the
basis of the experiments of Walter Reed, who ascertained its
cause and gave his life in doing so. At his death in 1815 Dr.
Anthem was buried in the church yard burying grounds of the
old Huguenot Church of Saint Esprit.
At the beginning of the Revolution there were seventeen British
Provinces in North America. Thirteen Colonies revolted and four
stayed loyal to the British Crown. Much credit must be given to
Gen. Halimone, son of a Swiss father and a French Protestant
mother for keeping the four Colonies loyal to the Crown. His impartial enforcement of the Quebec Act of 1774 was the main factor.
Four Presidents beside George Washington are known to have
Huguenot ancestry. They are: John Tyler, 1790-1862, lOth President; James Abram Garfield, 1831-1881, 20th President; William
Howard Taft, 1857-1930, 26th President, and Franklin Delano
Roosevelt, 1882-1945, 31st President.
Peter Carl Faberge, under whose leadership the House of
Faberge became known throughout the world for its delicate and
original designs of the goldsmiths craft, was of Huguenot descent.
Peter Carl Faberge was born in St. Petersburg, Russia on May 30,
1846. He was the son of Gustav and Charlotte Faberge. Peter Carl
was baptized in the Protestant Church of St. Petersburg and given
the Russian name, Carl Gustavovitch Faberge. The Faberge family
were natives of Picardy and escaped from France in 1685, changing their names, for safety, to Fabri, or Favri. Their wanderings
throughout Northern Europe are a mystery. It is known that Peter
Faberge became a Russian subject in the Baltic Provinces of
Russia. Gustav, the father of Peter Carl was born in Pernau
known now as Estonia. He married Charlo;te Jungsted of Swedish:
or Danish, origin. They settled in St. Petersburg, where Gustav
learned the goldsmiths art and opened a jewellers shop in a basement flat in Morskaya Bolshaya Street. Carl Faberge, as he is
best known, took control of the business in 1870 at the age of 24.
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The House of Faberge was commissioned court jewellers under
the Romanoffs, and their objects of goldsmiths art and fine jewelry were sent, as gifts, by the Romanoffs all over the world.
These are only a few of the countless thousands of interesting
stories of that minority called Huguenots, who, despite many
perilous circumstances, held fast to thoughts of life, honesty, integrity, fidelity and loyalty and were stirred to new life.
"Men come and go, systems rise and fall, even Christian Communities wax and wane; but great deeds abide forever."
(The Rev. A. J. Garnier, of the French Huguenot Church, The
Crypt, Canterbury, England.)
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The annual ]edediah Smith Rendezvous will be held in the
Atherton Island home of President and Mrs. \Varren Atherton
next fall .
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Ernestine Smutny - Book Review Editor
INDIAN LIFE ON THE NORTHWEST COAST OF NORTH
AMERICA AS SEEN BY THE EARLY EXPLORERS AND
FUR TRADERS DURING THE LAST DECADE OF THE
EIGHTEENTH CENTURY, by Erna Gunther (Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 1972. 277 pp., illustrations, appendices,
bibliography, index, $15.00).
Reviewer: TED C. HINCKLEY, Professor of American History,
California State University at San Jose.
This is an outstanding achievement. Indeed, to the reviewer's
knowledge nothing quite like it has ever before been compiled and
written. Erna Gunther is probably the foremost authority on the
native inhabitants of North America's Northwest Coast. Employing the reports and sketches of eighteenth century European
traders and explorers, she recounts their early impressions of these
remarkable aboriginal maritime people. But she does much more.
Interwoven into her expertly crafted ethnohistory are insights
drawn from her firsthand examination of native artifacts at
museums in Berlin, Florence, Leningrad, Vienna, Glasgow, Cambridge and elsewhere.
Regrettably this reviewer must voice a caveat with the publisher.
In this age of rising paper costs and pleas to conserve our forests,
is it necessary to waste space with empty margins that consume
fully one-third of a page? And if the random prints do dictate
such spatial luxury, please hereafter make certain that all of them
are identified.
Instead of a tedious chronological inventory, Gunther supplies
us with a smooth-flowing ethnohistorical narrative, one that is
continually enlivened by anthropological data and quotes drawn
from the European intruders' journals. Her text moves with both
clarity and comprehensiveness, in part because she has consigned
the details of the innumerable pieces which she has · inspected
and catalogued to a lengthy appendix. Art historians and anthropologists will mine this brilliant work for years to come.
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FLOOD TIDE OF E:MPIRE: Spain and the Pacific Northwest,
1543-1819, by Warren L. Cook. (New Haven and London, Yale
University Press, 1973. 620 p., illus., ports., maps. [Bibliography:
p . 553-595.] $17.50).
Reviewer: WINIFRED HANDLEY STUART
Historians of early California have written of the voyages of
numerous explorers up our western coast - men like Jiminez
( 1553), Ulloa ( 1539), Cabrillo ( 1542), Fen·elo ( 1543), and
Viscaino ( 1603) - and of Spanish galleons bearing priceless cargoes from the Orient. When Viscaino finally left Acapulco for
the Philippines in 1611, his latest plea for the colonization of
Monterey rejected, his dream of Spanish Empire dead, all exploration to the North forbidden, history stopped. A strange silence
descended over the North ern Pacific, and it persisted for 150 years
or more - from 1611 to the late 1760's. The reason for it seems
incredible to us today, especially when we discover that it was

deliberately planned.
The whole of Europe was trying to find the Northwest Passage.
But as Spain already had her routes to the wealth of the Orient,
she feared that a short cut across the top of America would do
Spain more harm than good. So she deliberately hid the maps and
records of her explorations in the archives, refusing to allow even
her own explorers to have access to them. Dr. Cook has used
much new material for this book because the archives from
Madrid, Seville, Mexico City and Santa Fe have only recently
been made accessible. Even with this new store of information
historians feel assured that archives yet unexplored contain accounts of additional voyages, because myths and rumors of other
explorations abound, unsubstantiated, but met too often to be
ignored.
As incredible as is this long silence, equally incredible is the
fact that, after 400 years, Spain had expanded to the largest,
wealthiest nation in the world-with possessions from Naples to
Africa and the Philippines, from Tierra del Fuego to Alaska - and
that then, in one short generation, she was brought to her knees
and torn to pieces. This book tells us how it came about that out
of the ashes of an Empire the United States of America and
Canada became transcontinental nations.
As early as 1578 Drake had chanced upon - and plundered - a
Manila galleon, but although between then and 1742 there were
at least twenty-five different privateers or pirates preying on
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shippers on the west coast of the Americas, it was not until the
mid-nineteenth century that the journals of encroaching English,
Russian, and American explorers became public knowledge and
destroyed the historical silence.. Spain, long convinced that there
was no danger of foreign colonization, was finally roused to
authorize the defense of Nootka, her northernmost claim.
Dr. Cook is careful to poiilt out that it was never the men who
were sent out to explore our coast who failed Spain. These men
endeavored diligently to protect the little cove at Nootka Sound.
Communication delays prevented them from knowing what was
going on in Europe, constantly leaving them in utter dismay at
conflicting orders. Of these men, the low-ranking, drinking, unpredictable Esteban Jose Martinez was the most controversial, and
some historians feel that he protected Nootka only for his own
eventual personal use. But Dr. Cook mentions that, even when
he was called back to San Bias in disgrace in 1790, he was drawing up plans to establish missions and colonies on our coast.
But Spain had delayed too long. Her claims weakened by her
own secrecy, hindered by a weak king, shorn of help from the
Family Compact, and faced with the necessity of maintaining
the other world-wide colonies which supplied the revenue on
which she depended, Spain chose to avoid conflict by retreating
from Nootka - one of the first cracks in her colonial empire and
sometimes called the beginning of the end.
Dr. Cook points out that in thirty-four years, from 1790 to 1824,
Spain was removed from the first rank of world powers 'by blackmail, forced territorial cessions, political chaos, internal revolution,
invasion and conquest" and brought to her knees .
It is a long book. It had to be, for there can be no understanding of what happened to a little cove on the northern tip of Vancouver Island until one reads of the ferment in our colonies in the
1770's, of its spread to France, of the fall of the Bourbons, and of a
little martinet strutting across Europe to his Waterloo. We meet
perfidious Albion, who, when expediency requires, merely reverses herself. We meet the American Robert Gray, who graciously
accepted the restrictions of Martinez and so was allowed to stay
at the Cove as a guest, though actually he was deceiving his host
as to what he was up to . We read of numerous journals which
enflame Europe; of silver teaspoons stolen by an Indian only to
turn up later to claim a nation; of sighting the Columbia River to
give us Oregon; of Jefferson, Madison, and Monroe.
One can only be amazed that Dr. Cook was able to include what
is really a history of the western nations from 1500 to 1850 in a
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mere 550 fascinating and fact-filled pages. He himself summarizes
it in EIGHT words: "The dream, the fact, the nightmare, the
residue."
THE MEXICAN WAR: CHANGING INTERPRETATIONS, edited by Odie B. Faulk and Joseph A. Stout, Jr. (Chicago, Swallow
Press, cl973. 244 p. paper, $3.95)
Reviewer : LARRY L. PIPPIN, Professor of History and Political
Science, Elbert Covell College, University of the Pacific.

The Mexican War : Changing Interpretations consists of 17 articles selected from previous issues of the l ournal of the West. The
co-editors arranged the contributions chronologically, the contents
covering the period from 1820 to 1970. The articles considered
British, French, Mexican, and American diplomacy; diplomats
such as Anthony Butler and Nicholas P. Trist; U.S. claims against
Mexico; attitudes in the United States concerning the war, including Whigs and Democrats, as well as abolitionists and expansionists; and the balance of the contributions covered the campaigns
in Mexico, New Mexico, and especially California (three articles).
The panoply of studies was preceded by a long introduction; the
concluding article attempts to discover, with the help of a computer, the relative weight of diverse interpretations of the war.
Most of the authors included in this collection either are or
have been related to Oklahoma State University and also the
Journal of the West. Of that group, some have completed doctoral
studies at OSU, while others have commenced their graduate
work. A few of the contributors have additional publications to
their credit.
In her article on West Coast diplomacy between 1820 and 1845,
Sister Magdalen Coughlin established the relative importance of
diplomatic efforts by England, France, and the United States. Referring to French and British interest in California, she distinguished between the policies pursued by those governments and
their widespread misinterpretation by natives of California and
the United States. As the principal motive for California's incorporation into the Union, Sister Magdalen cited America's rapidly
expanding commercial involvement in Asia. She contended that
"the coast . . . gradually gained such importance (in U.S. diplomacy) that first Oregon and then Texas became pawns in the
battle for California ports."
The central issue in more than a decade of deteriorating diplo-
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matic relations with Mexico prior to an 1845 break in relations
was the long-standing claims of U.S. citizens against Mexico, according to Curtis R. Reynolds. A probe into the case of colorful
claimant Orozco de Santangelo was offered by Lowell L. Blaisdell.
Another factor complicating diplomacy with Mexico was the poor
quality of diplomats sent to Mexico, according to Joe Gibson. He
illustrated his point with a contribution on the fruitless mission of
Anthony Butler ( 1829-1835). Gibson claimed that Butler "succeeded in widening the gap of unfriendliness, suspicion, and distrust
that already existed between the two nations." Even though the
Butler mission was faulted by Gibson, that of the controversial
Nicholas Trist ( 1847-1848) was treated very approvingly in a contribution by Kenneth M. Johnson.
Of the various articles in the collection dealing with attitudes
and opinions on the war, one authored by John R. Collins held
that geography was a factor but he concluded, after a study of
congressional roll-call votes, that "the Mexican War was more the
promoter of sectional discord than the product of sectional interest." Cheryl Haun traced the impact of abolitionist militancy
on the political party system at mid-century, while Paul F . Lambert took issue with those who have maintained that Manifest
Destiny would have led to the total absorption of Mexico into the'Union had it not been for the acceptance of the Guadalupe
H idalgo Treaty. He suggested that, just as the "All Mexico" movement grew, so did the American public's demand for peace. The
study of attitudes and opinions by Seymour V. Connor would
have the reader reject the "typical · textbook interpretation" of the
Mexican War, i.e., that a hawkish president of an expansionist
United States provoked the conflict in order to acquire territory.
He contended that "for every bit of American guilt there is
matching Mexican guilt.""
The remaining articles concerned military campaigns on the
various wartime fronts. Articles by James High and Oakah L. Jones,
Jr. detailed the role played by naval forces in the conquest of
California ports, while that by D. E. Livingston-Little focused on
the ground troops in California. Daniel Tyler's contribution is an
apologia for the strange conduct of Governor Manuel Armijo in
the capitulation of New Mexico. Donald E. Houston underscored
the crucial role played in Mexico by artillery attached to the invading columns of Generals Zachary Taylor and Winfield Scott.
°Connor, Seymour V. and Odie B. Faulk, North America Divided: The MexiCan War, 1846-1848, p. vi.
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An account of the brutal Texas Rangers in combat was added by
Stephen B. Oates.
There are numerous unresolved problems related to this work.
One has to do with its title. When published originally in the
Journal of the West, the article which was to provide a title for
the book under review had been called "Attitudes and Opinions
About the War, 1846-1970." Perhaps that would have been a better
name for this volume on "changing interpretations" of the Mexican
War. Some of the articles - such as the one by Thomas R. Irey
on "Soldiering, Suffering, and Dying" - did not address themselves
to any interpretation of the war. It would appear that by publishing their "balanced view" of the Mexican War, co-editors Faulk
and Stout attempted to change the interpretation of that conflict
made by "many persons (who) are still faulting the United States,"
a century and a quarter after the fighting stopped. However
Connor, in his contribution on existing bibliography about the
war, found that most writers on the tragic conflict have taken a
fairly moderate and objective position regarding national culpability. He maintained that only a few historians in recent years
have found it necessary to denigrate this one aspect of the American experience.
It would have been helpful had the articles been cross-referenced
in order to explain the discrepancies among them. For example,
one reads on p. 34, that "The American desire for California surfaced again in 1845." However one is informed on page 19, that
"California ports ... become the dominant and primary objective
in the major territorial negotiations of the period ( 1820-1845) ."
In Chapter 2, on U.S.-Mexican diplomatic relations from 1833 to
1845, one is infonned that "throughout much of this era, before its
overthrow, Santa Anna's government was negotiating with England
for the sale of California-long coveted by that nation." Yet one
finds nothing in Chapter 1, on West Coast diplomacy between
1820 and 1845, to substantiate the attempted sale of California to
England or of the interest of that country in buying. To the contrary, on p. 21 Sister Magdalen Coughlin wrote that "the British
Government never aspired to actually possess California ports"
and "the aim (of British diplomacy) was consistently misunderstood (by Americans ) ."
Readers of The Mexican War must contend with shoddy proofreading, and also incorrect usages of Spanish and Latin. Pagination
in the review copy did not follow the standard sequence between
pages 42 and 59: 49-50; 47-48; 45-46; 43-44; 57-58; 55-56; 53-54;
and 51-52. The index will be welcomed by readers of the book.
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CALIFORNIA - AN ILLUSTRATED HISTORY, By H . T. Watkins. (Palo Alto, California: American West Publishing Co.,
1973) . 554 p., ill us. $25.00.
Reviewer: RoBERT BoNTA, San joaquin Historical Society.
California state and local history topics are the subjects of an
ever-increasing number of publications being offered to the reading public today as the interest in California's past continues to
grow. Writing and publishing seems to be the "in" thing today,
with the emphasis upon the relatively inexpensive paperback
monographs and the generous use of photographs which this reviewer suspects too often serves, intentionally or otherwise, to
mask a lack of true and adequate research-in-depth on the subject.
The publication of annotated reprints of long out-of-print California titles is also enjoying a boom. While they do fill a definite
need, yet one must admit that they are relatively easy to prepare
for publication. The point that I am making is simply this: California titles are coming off the presses at a "dime-a-dozen" rate
but only once in a while does an outstanding publication come
along - something which not only catches the eye and the interest
of the reader, but which also bears witness to a superb job of
research. California - An Illustrated History is one of those rather
rare exceptions.
In Mr. Watkins' latest book we not only have an adequate history but also a beautifully illustrated volume. The publisher refers
to the work as a "monumental achievement," and that it is. Over
190,000 words and nearly 450 well-chosen illustrations of all kinds
make up the content of this large ( 8Jf x 11 inches), handsome
volume of 554 pages.
A subject as broad as the history of an entire state and its people is very difficult to handle in one volume, and the selection and
organization take on an added importance in a work of such an
immense scope. Mr. Watkins' basic approach is chronological and
his narrative is divided into two major parts, the first covering
the years from 1540 to 1900 and the second from 1900 to the
present. A brief review of the state's geologic past serves as a
prologue to the first part, and the catastrophic earthquake of 1906
introduces the reader to the second part. Throughout the text the
author has carefully chronicled the life and times of a people as
diverse and complex as any group of people on the face of the
earth. From the native Indian of Drake's New Albion and Father
Junipero Serra's San Diego to the "Flower Children" of San Fran73_

cisco's Haight-Ashbury and the Mexican-American farm worker
of the San Joaquin Valley, Mr. Watkins "covered the field" very
well. The book is further divided into six sections and twenty~four
chapters. Interspersed between chapters are special sections entitled "California Mirror . . ." which, with the use of abundant
illustrations and a different style of type, give special emphasis
to specific eras, events, and cultural patterns in the long history of
the state.
The appendix includes a chronological listing of the major
events in California's past, a select bibliography arranged topically
for those readers wishing to do further research, a short, annotated
list of literary works by California authors and an index.
· The further one reads into this massive volume, the more one
becomes aware of the formidableness of the undertaking, and of
the success of the author in mastering the task which he set for
himself. His choice of topics. for inclusion, and the space and
depth devoted to each in relation to the over-all narrative, indicate that Mr. Watkins did his homework well. His style of writing
is clear, concise, amusing. It is difficult to write "history" and yet
enteliain the reader; I believe Mr. Watkins has achieved this. I
found his book difficult to put down once I had begun to read it.
The illustrations, many of which are in color, were well chosen,
augmenting the text beautifully. They alone are worth the price
of the book. Watkins made generous use of quotations, some long
and some mere passing references, to previous relevant works on
California history, and those who have read widely in the field
will, I believe, agree with me that these references were carefully
chosen and that they enhance the text.
Mr. Watkins is the author of seven books and numerous magazine articles on the Western United States. He is presently serving
as an associate editor of The American West, and is something of
a rarity in his time: a native Californian. California - An Illustrated History is his third contribution to the American West Publishing Company's excellent "Great West Series." The other two
publications were The Grand Colorado: The Story of a River and
Its Canyons (1960) and Gold and Silver in the West : The Illustrated History of An American Dream ( 1971) .
In summary, this is a beautiful book and an excellent history of
a very large and complex subject, and I recommend it highly. It
should be on the book shelf of every California home. It has
much to offer every Californian - whether he is a relative newcomer to the Golden State or one of its "old timers."
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Errata et corrigenda
In the Winter 1973 issue we published the 1973 Kirkbride
Award paper on the Sierra Railway.
This award is given to encourage undergraduate historical research, and the Faculty makes the first selection of term papers
from which a committee chooses the award winners.
Mr. Al Rose of Modesto, who is without doubt THE authority
on the Sierra Railway, has very kindly written to us concerning a
number of factual errors in this year's paper. He summarizes the
most important comments, and we publish these below, since
space will not allow us to reproduce the entire letter. It will, however, be available to anyone who wishes to see it.
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.
11.
12.
13.
14.
15.
16.
17.
18.
19.
20.
21.
22.
23.
24.
25.
26.
27.
28.
29.

El Portal is not in Yosemite Valley.
Mr. Stetson did not contact Mr. Bullock (other way around).
Mr. Bullock did not establish a "vacation railroad."
Sierra didn't negotiate to lay tracks on SP roadbed.
Unlikely Sierra track men ever tangled with lumberjacks.
The Sierra lines did go "somewhere."
Two additional passenger cars purchased; not just one.
Car named for county of Stanislaus, Not Poniatowski's son.
Connections not made at Oakdale with stages from S.F.
Trip from Angels didn't go by way of Tuolumne and Sonora .
Trip Angels to Oakdale took 'bout 3¥2 hours, not 20 hours.
Angels branch not developed exclusively for passengers.
Sierra had 25 steam locomotives, not 22.
No. 3 built by Rogers Locomotive & Machine Works.
Cooperation was not a wagon freighting stage depot.
Trestles not precarious.
Snow plows not for snow on the Sierra Railroad.
Mr. Duckhorn not now connected with Sierra preservation.
Changing to "Railroad" not done to "keep up with the times."
No station name of "Pickering."
Sierra & narrow guage engines can't run on same track at Tuolumne.
.More trestles than indicated.
West Side track built to haul logs not lumber.
West Side trains hauled to the mill, not from the mill.
Mr. Frank Cottle, not Ed Cottle.
No such place as Toyon National Forest.
What "raw diggins?"
Mr. William Cheney is not general manager of the Sierra.
Mr. Frank Cottle is not owner of WS&CV, he is the manager.

We regret that the student failed to consult Mr. Rose, who
would certainly have been his best single source of information,
and again express our thanks to Mr. Rose for his courtesy in
taking the time to set the record straight.
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Notes from the Book Editor
TWO GREAT SCOUTS AND THEIR PAWNEE BATTALION;
the Experiences of Frank J. North and Luther H. North . . .
by George Bird Grinnell. Foreword by James T. King. (Lincoln, University of Nebraska Press, 1973. 299 p., map. Bison
Book 564, paper, $3.45).
George Grinnell based much of this work on the recollections
of the Norths, especially Luther, who were long his friends.
Emphasizing the vital role of Indian auxiliaries in the Plains Wars,
Luther North's observations are, as Mr. King observes in his excellent Foreword, those of a volunteer soldier, and give a viewpoint different from the more numerous accounts of professional
military men.
The text is reproduced from the 1928 edition except that the
pages have been renumbered to include the new foreword.
POLITICS AND THE PUBLIC CONSCIENCE, Slave Emancipation and the Abolitionist Movement in Britain, by Edith F.
Hurwitz. (London, Allen & Unwin, N.Y., Barnes & Noble, 1973.
179 p. Historical Problems : Studies and Documents no. 23.

$8.50).
We in the United States, having freed our slaves after a bloody
and divisive conflict whose scars are still troublesome, would do
well to study this acco1mt of how a surge of religious and moral
ideology peacefully accomplished the same goal in the British
colonies nearly thirty years earlier. After a successful campaign
for the abolition of the slave trade, the Anti-Slavery forces succeeded in arousing such popular and political condemnation of
slavery as contrary to divine will that the state passed a law to
free all slaves and compensate their owners. This almost unprecedented act, depriving some of its most distinguished citizens of
their personal property, made Britain the first industrial nation
to abolish slavery voluntarily.
Mrs. Hurwitz has traced the background and growth of this
basically religious movement uniting Anglican, Protestant and
Quaker forces against King, Tories and West Indian interests,
from the eighteenth century to 1833. The second half of the book,
as the series title implies, contains selections from the pertinent
documents.
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THE SOUTH SEA ISLANDERS AND THE QUEENSLAND
LABOUR TRADE, by William T. Wawn. Edited, with an introduction, by Peter Corris. (Honolulu, University Press of
Hawaii, 1973. li, 474 p., illus., ports., maps. Pacific History Series
No. 5, $15).
William Wawn's own copy of the first edition of this work, published in 1893, contains numerous changes and additions in his
own hand. Dr. Corris has incorporated these, along with a few
footnotes and clarifications, into the text of this reprint. The introduction which he has added gives all that can be learned about
Wawn, and adds considerable background to the narrative. Wawn,
engaged in recruiting labourers from 1875 to 1891, relates his experiences, including almost everything which could befall a labour
trade skipper, in a lively style which shows considerable literary
merit.
ADELAIDE AND THE COUNTRY 1870-1917; Their Social and
Political Relationship, by J. B. Hirst. (Melbourne University
Press; distributed by International Scholarly Book Services Inc.,
P. 0. Box 4347 Portland, Ore. 97208. 266 p., illus., ports., maps,
facsim. $10.50) .
Dr. Hirst has made an exhaustive study of the unusual economic
and political situation in South Australia, which almost approximated a city-state. He shows how the population ratio of the
"country" and Adelaide, its only true city, fluctuated over the years
and how the development of political parties was affected by
geography and economics. Recent developments have, as he states
in the preface, made this a study of the beginnings of an era just
passed.
JESUS; THE FOUR GOSPELS, MATTHEW, MARK, LUKE,
AND JOHN, Combined in One Narrative Rendered in Modern
English, by Charles B. Templeton et al. (Toronto, McClelland
and Stewart Limited, c1973, 222 p. $6.95).
Each age finds that it must rephrase the writings of the past
in its own language. Historians and authors of historical fiction are
well aware that for modern readers the idiom and much of the
vocabulary of previous generations no longer convey the intended
meaning. The text of this new synoptic rendering of the Gospels
is refreshingly simple, direct, and clear, and it will appeal to almost all readers except those who dance only to the latest piper.
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THE PACIFIC CREST TRAIL; VOLUME I : CALIFORNIA, by
Thomas Winnett with Jeffrey P. Schaffer et al. (Berkeley, CA,
Wilderness Press, cl973, 150 pp., Illus., Diagrs., Maps. paper,
$4.95)
Thomas Winnett has prepared a complete traditional guide to
the only western National Scenic Trail so far authorized by Congressional act. Beginning with a history of the Trail, helpful advice
on clothing, equipment, food, and the logistics of replenishment,
the author adds a brief but sensible chapter on the geology,
geography, plants and animals of the area. Following the detailed
point-by-point description of the Trail he inserts 127 topographic
maps, reduced but surprisingly legible, which cover the entire
area and show also alternate and still unofficial stretches. There
are many black and white photographs and a short bibliography
on California natural history.
NOVEMBER 22, 1963: YOU ARE THE JURY, by David W .
Belin, Esq. (New York, Quadrangle / The New York Times Book
Co., cl973, illus, 521 p., $12.50).
Ten years after the assassination of John Kennedy, David Belin,
one of the two Warren Commission lawyers who analyzed all the
evidence pertaining to that crime, has again sifted all the mass
of material and re-examined it with special attention to supporting or refuting the theories of the "conspiracy" advocates. While
not agreeing with every detail of the Warren Commission Report,
he emphasizes that there is no shred of evidence to lend credence
to any of the conspiracy theories, and by presenting the actual
testimony of the witnesses, together with an exhaustive study of
the context, invites the reader to judge the facts for himself.
NOW THAT YOU MENTION IT. by Major General Melvin L.
Krulewitch. (New York, Quadrangle/The New York Times
Book Co., 1973. 257 p . illus., ports. $6.95. )
Mel Krulewitch has, to all intents, lived more than one life as marine, lawyer, and Boxing Commissioner of the State of New
York - and this lively and engrossing story gives the light and
dark moments of them all. From early childhood to the present,
from New York to France, Morocco, Saipan, Korea, England,
Israel and more - the funny, poignant or factual memoirs reveal
the author as a capable, humane and upright man who has lived
his life to the full.
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CHILKOOT PASS, THEN AND NOW, by Archie Satterfield.
(Anchorage, Alaska Northwest Publishing Company, cl973,
183 p ., ill us. paper, $4.20).
CHILKOOT PASS is a crowded, kaleidoscopic history of the
principal, though still treacherous, entry point beyond which lay
the fabulous new El Dorado - the Yukon. Copiously illustrated
with excellent contemporary photographs, the narrative spans the
entire time from the reputed first crossing of the Pass by a white
man down to the present. The chief emphasis is on the frantic
winter of 1897-98, when thousands of eager amateurs headed for
the excitement and hoped-for instant riches of the gold fields. The
final chapters tell of a proposed National Park and "Trail of '98"
to commemorate the great, mad Klondike Gold Rush, and at the
end there are hints for wouldbe modern Pass scalers and a keyed
map of the trail as it is today.
THE STRUGGLE FOR SURVIVAL: Indian Cultures and the
Protestant Ethic in British Columbia, by Forrest E. La Violette.
Toronto, University of Toronto Press, 1973. 201 p., map, facsim.,
paper, $3.50) .
This interesting account of the customs of the Northwest Coast
Indian (especially the potlach), the land question, and the partial
adoption of the Protestant Ethic has been reprinted, with some
additions, from the 1961 edition. However, little in the text mentions events beyond 1951 and the extensive bibliography does not
include any material later than 1959. Nevertheless this sober and
scholarly study of the efforts of the Canadian Indians to become
masters of their own fate and to be accepted as equals by their
fellows is well worth reprinting.
NI® ON RATED CARTOONS, by Ranan R. Lurie. Forword by
Thomas Griffith. (New York : Quadrangle/The New York Times
Book Co., 1973. 320 p., chiefly ill us . paper, $2.95).
Ranan Lurie is a political cartoonist par excellence. His shrewd
- and sometimes sharp - pictorial comments cover the entire
gamut of news-worthy events, foreign and domestic, and vindicate
his assertion that the political cartoon is the ultimate editorial.
Different viewers will have different favorites - even Richard
Nixon, the victim of some of the most telling sketches - has
asked for signed copies of his favorites - but this book cannot be
adequately described; it must be experienced.
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"THESE HAPPY GROUNDS" a History of the Lassen Region, by
Douglas Hillman Strong. (Red Bluff, Loomis Museum Assoc.,
published in cooperation with the National Park Service, 1973.
101 p., illus., ports., maps. Paper.)
Douglas Strong, a History professor at San Diego State, has
made the study of California nationa] parks his special interest.
This brief but comprehensive and well-written history of the
Lassen area begins with the little-known Indian tribes who first
lived in the area, describes the coming of the trapper and, more
disastrously, the settler, the attempts at economic exploitation, the
spectacular eruptions which prodded Congress into passing the
bill to create the park, and its subsequent development into a joint
park-wilderness area. The author stresses the responsibility of all
of us to see that our priceless wilderness areas are used wisely.
The text is well indexed, and the footnotes contain bibliographic
citations to the source materials or interviews on which it is based.
JUNEAU: A BOOK OF WOODCUTS, by Dale DeArmond.
(Juneau, Alaska Northwest Publishing Co., 1973. Unpaged,
chiefly ill us. paper, boxed, $10.20 postpaid).
This gay little book of light-hearted woodcuts has its own
special charm, invoking a nostalgic mood even in a reader who has
never visited Alaska! Printed in warm earthy tones on heavy artquality paper, each woodcut is accompanied by a brief explanatory
text to explain its relevance to the history of Alaska. Collectors of
the rare and choice will be glad to know that a limited number of
signed impressions of most of the originals will be available.
THE FINGERHUT GUIDE: SOURCES IN AMERICAN HISTORY, by Eugene R. Fingerhut. (Santa Barbara, ABC Clio,
c1973, xi, 148 p. paper; $3.25).
This GUIDE is intended to serve as a basic text in tools for
historical research. Part I lists bibliographic volumes in ten subject divisions with an eleventh section on chronological periods.
Part II comprises a brief course in reference tools, indexes and abstracts, etc. At the end is a short section on using the GUIDE to
assemble a specific bibliography with an example and work
sheets. Comprising chiefly materials which will be readily available in most university and metropolitan reference libraries, the
GUIDE will be of particular interest to the neophyte researcher.
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INDEX TO PROBATE RECORDS, SAN JOAQUIN COUNTY
CALIFORNIA, 1850-1900, compiled by San Joaquin Genealogical Society. (Stockton, Ca., The Society, 1973. 60 p . paper,
$5.00).
The San Joaquin Genealogical Society has done yeoman service
in indexing masses of local history sources. This volume is the
eighth in the series, of which the cemetery records ( v.2-3)
and marriage records (v.1-2) of San Joaquin County and the Gold
Rush vital statistics are still available.
The probate records are divided into the letters of the alphabet
with the names in each group listed according to the date of filing. The number of the estate, reason for filing and Probate Book
location are given for each.
Any researcher who is trying to trace the lives of little-known
but to them significant individuals or families will be grateful for
still another key to vital but difficult to use primary source
materials.

Frank K. Walsh, of Te-Cum-Tom Publications in Grants Pass,
Oregon, has sent three numbers of a series of compact historyguidebooks which he plans to publish about "Oregon's scenic
places that are well known nationally." Modest in price, these .
little booklets are a useful addition to local history sources. They
are well printed and profusely illustrated, and usually contain a
brief bibliography which will help readers who desire a fuller
account.
DISCOVERY AND EXPLORATION OF THE OREGON CAVES;
by Frances K. Walsh and William R. Halliday. ( 1971. 27 p .,
illus., ports., diagrs., paper, $1.00).
INDIAN BATTLES ALONG THE ROGUE RIVER, by Frank
K. Walsh. (1972. 28 p ., illus., ports., maps., diagrs. paper, $1.50) .
This is a sequel to the earlier published Indian Battles of the
Lower Rogue.
LAND OF THE NORTH UMPQUAS, by Lavola
40 p ., illus., ports., map, paper, $2.00) .

J.

Bakkan. 1973.
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SEX CODE OF CALIFORNIA: A COMPENDIUM. Public Education and Research Committee of California. Sarah Senefell
Beserra et al., edited by Elizabeth R. Gatov (Los Altos, William
Kaufmann, 1973. 197 p . paper, $3.95) .
Here, crowded into 197 pages, is everything you could possibly
want to know about California sex laws but didn't know where to
look. The first six chapters cover health-related laws, which tend
to change rapidly with expanding knowledge; the remaining fifteen
relate to restraints on sexual behaviour, which do not. Each chapter conc~ntrates on one aspect - sex education, marriage, etc., and
consists of a short introductory section followed by a listing of
the pertinent sections summarized by number. It includes a bibliography, a reasonably good glossary of terms and is, fortunately,
indexed. The Victorian-style vignettes which head the chapters and
enliven the cover may well be the publisher's subtle commentary
on the contents.

MEMOIRS, OFFICIAL AND PERSONAL, by Thomas L.
McKenney, with an introquction by Herman J. Viola. (Lincoln,
University of Nebraska Press, 1973. xxvii, 340 p. Bison Book
565, paper, $3.95).
Thomas Lorain McKenney, superintendent of Indian Trade and
head of the Office of Indian Affairs from 1816-1830, played a
major and largely neglected role in the development of government Indian programs. This reprint of the first volume of his
memoirs is reproduced from the second edition of 1846. About half
the volume relates his travels among the Indians, describing his
efforts to help them and including many anecdotes of Indian life
and customs; the rest is a defense of his public career and incorporates many letters, reports, and official records. Mr. Viola
provides historical background and political context which help
the reader appreciate what is basically McKenney's apologia for
his public service.
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PERFECTLY CLEAR: NIXON FROM WHITTIER TO WATERGATE, by Frank Mankiewicz. (New York, Quadrangle/The
New York Times Book Co., 1973. 239. p.)
Here is a detailed study of Richard Nixon's career from 19461972 written by a politically-minded newspaperman who can relate some of it from first-hand experience. Chapter 3 studies in
detail the California campaign, in which Mr. Mankiewicz asserts
that Nixon developed and refined techniques of smear, innuendo
and attack. Devastating in the number and seriousness of its
charges, it calls for impeachment without furth er ado. Although
it is clear that the author has used many sources and talked to
many people, the text is not documented.
At the time the book went to press (Sept. 1973) Agnew had not
resigned. One cannot help but wonder what dramatic events may
have transpired by the time this brief note is published!

On September 1, 1973, an eight year project to collect and edit the Papers of Frederick Douglass began
at Yale University. Sponsored by Yale University and
the Association for the Study of Afro-American Life
and History, the project is supported by the National
Endowment for the Humanities and the National Historical Publications Commission. The goal of the project is to publish a multi-volumed edition of the speeches, letters and essays of the foremost black american of
the nineteenth century. We invite historians who, in
the course of their research have discovered Douglass
letters to contact :
PROFESSOR JOHN W . BLASSINGAME, EDITOR
FREDERICK DOUGLASS PAPERS
2103 YALE STATION
YALE UNIVERSITY
NEW HAVEN, CONNECTICUT 06520
U.S.A.
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From History Reviews of New Books, January, 197 4

Marquis, Thomas B., compiler; Ronald H. Limbaugh, ed.
Cheyenne and Sioux: The Reminiscences
of Four Indians and a White Soldier
Stockton, Calif.: Pacific Center for vVestern Historical Studies,
Univ. of the Pacific, 79 pp., $5.50. Publication Date: Dec. 1, 1973
Five interviews with eyewitnesses, compiled in the late 1920s, form
largely new primary sources for essentially late 19th-century Indian
history.
The interviews vary widely in content and style, treating such
diverse matters as child-bearing, childhood experiences, relations
with captive Indian and white women and children, experiences in
Indian schools, intertribal relations, agriculture, hunting, trade,
origins of sign language, ghost stories, mourning customs, white
encroachments on reservations, treaty violations, the Fetterman
Massacre, Custer's last stand, Sitting Bull's death, General MacKenzie's attack upon Dull Knife's village, the transportation of the
Northern Cheyennes to Oklahoma, their escape and return to Montana, and the mopping-up operations after the Wounded Knee
Massacre. The 95-year-old Iron Teeth supplies the information
which constitutes the first published autobiography of a Northern
Cheyenne woman. The narratives of the two Cheyenne Scouts,
James Tangled Yellow Hair and Jules Chaudel, depict the efforts
of the U. S. Cavalry to utilize Indian soldiers in the latter stages
of the Indian Wars. Oscar Good Shot, an Oglala Sioux, narrates
movingly his confused role as an Indian caught in the predominant
white culture. In their totality, these interviews document the cultural and political violence wreaked by the Anglo-Saxon upon the
Indian, a marked contrast to the transculturation which occured
in Hispanic-Indian relations in the West.

CHEYENNE AND SIOUX
Edited by Ronald H. Limbaugh

$5.50

Dr. Limbaugh edited the notes of Dr. Marquis, who served as
government physician among the Cheyenne and Sioux Indians.
This Monograph is all new materials and gives an ethnic interpretation of the tribes as seen through Indian eyes.
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OWENS VALLEY AS I KNEW IT
By Dr. R. Coke Wood

$4.50

~

;~ t.

~:~

OWENS VALLEY is the story of the Owens Valley-Los Angeles
water controversy as seen through the eyes of the author, who
grew up in Bishop, California.
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JEDEDIAH STRONG SMITH,
FROM OHIO, By D. W . Garber
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$4.50

D. W . Garber, longtime writer and friend of Dale Morgan, pre-
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copies of OWENS VALLEY AS I KNEW IT
at $4.50 each
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